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Anyone  who  has  driven  around  the 
roads  of  Sheffield  has  seen  the  signs:  For 
Sale.  There  are  currently  57  residential 
properties  for  sale  in  Sheffield,  one  of 
them  under  contract.  Local  real-estate 
agents  are  busy  showing  properties. 

"Homes  are  selling  if  they're  priced 
for  today's  market,"  said  Sandra  Preston, 
a  real-estate  agent  based  in  Sheffield. 
"Interest  rates  are  very  good.  Even  so,  a 
good  portion  of  the  sales  are  for  cash." 

Through  September,  24  single-family 
homes  were  sold  in  Sheffield,  compared 
with  22  for  all  of  last  year,  according  to 
data  from  the  Warren  Group,  which 
publishes  the  industry  journal  Banker  & 
Tradesman.  In  recent  years,  the  peak  was 
in  2007,  when  43  single-family  homes 
were  sold  in  Sheffield, 

The  median  price  for  single-family 
homes  sold  in  2010  in  Sheffield  was 
$220,000.  That  median  is  the  middle 
of  a  wide  range  in  prices,  since  Shef- 
field has  such  diverse  properties.  The 
houses  sold  in  2010  ranged  in  price  from 
$66,000  to  $1.25  million. 

The  houses  now  on  the  market  are 
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priced  from  $155,000  to  $4.25  million, 
according  to  the  Multiple  Listing  Service. 
A  $155,000  house  on  Clayton  Rd.  has 
four  rooms  on  just  less  than  an  acre.  There 
are  22  other  houses  for  sale  in  Sheffield 
for  less  than  $300,000.  That's  the  seg- 
ment of  the  market  that  has  shown  the 
most  improvement,"  said  Linda  Hebert  of 
Hebert  Realty  in  Great  Barrington. 

"We've  seen  a  nice  up  tick  in  sales," 
Hebert  said.  She  had  just  come  from  a 
closing. "We  still  have  a  ways  to  go.  Last 
year  and  early  spring  were  the  bottom." 

"There  were  18  closings  yesterday  in 
Berkshire  County,"  said  Preston. "Most 
of  those  were  in  Pittsfield,  for  properties 
selling  for  less  than  $200,000.  We  don't 
have  many  houses  in  that  price  range." 

The  $4.25  million  house  is  on  the 
Sheffield-Egremont  Rd.,  and  there  are 
five  more  on  the  market  in  Sheffield 
priced  at  $1  million  or  more.  Most  have 
substantial  acreage. 

Setting  the  right  price  remains  the 
key  to  selling,  says  Preston.  She  cites 
a  couple  of  houses  that  sold  quickly 
because  they  were  priced  appropriately. 


She  estimates  that  prices  in  the  area 
have  fallen  around  10  percent  from  their 
.  peak,  but  some  that  were  priced  too  high 
before  might  be  down  as  much  as  20  or 
30  percent. 

Both  Preston  and  Hebert  note  that 
Sheffield  and  the  Berkshires  haven't  so 
far  been  much  affected  by  the  foreclosure 
problems  that  have  stricken  real- estate 
markets  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Part  of  the  reason  is  that  local  banks 
tend  to  work  with  mortgage  holders  who 
are  having  trouble  making  payments, 
says  Maureen  Phillips  of  Greylock 
Credit  Union  in  Pittsfield.  "It's  more  a 
problem  with  the  big  national  lenders — 
they've  had  95  percent  of  the  foreclo- 
sures," she  said. 

Preston  is  concerned  that  foreclo- 
sures may  rise  in  the  next  six  months. 
"We're  not  over  the  hump  yet,"  she  said. 

According  the  Warren  Group  data, 
foreclosure  petitions  in  Sheffield  numbered 
4  in  2006  and  5  in  2007,  increased  to  8  in 
2008  and  11  in  2009,  and  fell  back  this  year 
(through  September)  to  6.  Not  all  petitions 
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A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  EDITORS 

With  the  September/October  issue,  the  Sheffield  Times  began  its  10th  year 
of  publication,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  our  supporters,  the  collective 
efforts  of  the  all  who  send  us  news  and  photos  and  the  volunteers  who  put 
each  issue  together. 

To  publish  the  Sheffield  Times,  we  have  to  raise  roughly  $20,000  each  year. 
That's  what  we  need  to  pay  for  producing  your  newsletter.  Most  of  it  goes 
toward  paper  and  printing  for  each  issue.  Some  comes  through  advertising, 
but  the  rest  comes  from  your  contributions. 

As  always,  if  you  contribute  to  the  Sheffield  Times,  we'll  mail  the  issue  to 
you  for  a  year  (unless  you  ask  us  not  to).  You  can  use  the  coupon  on  page 
27  of  this  issue,  or  the  coupon  that  we  include  in  the  annual  appeal  letter, 
which  we  will  be  mailing  soon.Thanks  for  your  help  and  support!  And  keep 
sending  community  news  as  well!  We  couldn't  do  it  without  you. 

Kcrthy  Grlcwulcr&c  Andrea/ Scott 


SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES! 

If  you  haven't  sent  in  your  contribution,  do  it  now!  See  page  27. 

AND  THANK  YOU! 

Thanks  to  all  our  loyal  and  generous  supporters!  You  keep  us  going. 
If  we  missed  you  in  this  issue,  we'll  catch  you  in  the  next 


Grace  Arzt 

Fredrick  &  Dorothy  Bangs 

Art  &  Betty  Batacchi 

Campo  de'  Fiori 

Barbara  Jacquette 

John  &  Violet  Junas 

John  &  Carolyn  Longdyke 


Mary  Martin 

Richard  &  Laraine  Novak 

OleT.J's  Antique  Barn 

Bruce  Person 

Sandra  Preston 

Barbara  &  James  Shiminiski 

Beatrice  Zamperini 


THREE  MORE  WAYS  TO  SUPPORT 

THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES 

YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  at  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield.  It's  only 
partly  supported  by  advertising. When  you  make  a  donation,  you  help  make  future 
issues  possible  and  you  get  the  Sheffield  Times  in  the  mail.  See  the  coupon  on  page  27. 

cKp  Submit  articles,  news  items,  photos  or  illustrations. 

<A?  Tell  us  about  your  events. 

cKp  Advertise— and  support  our  advertisers. 
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FESTIVAL  OF  HOLIDAYS  AT  STONE  STORE 


The  Sheffield  Historical  Society  kicks  off  its  annual  Festival 
of  Holidays  on  Sat.,  Nov.  13,  from  10am  to  2pm  at  the  Old 
Stone  Store.  This  historic  Sheffield  property  will  be  filled 
with  holiday  treats,  gifts  and  specialty  items,  many  of  them 
locally  crafted. 

Shoppers  will  find  a  new  layout,  with  several  "shops"  that 
group  the  merchandise  within  the  store,  each  with  its  own 
theme.  In  the  kitchen  shop,  shoppers  will  find  locally  produced 
jams,  jellies,  marmalades  and  preserves  along  with  chocolate- 
covered  nuts  and  raisins  and  other  items.  Potholders  are  back 
by  popular  demand. 

Another  shop  is  devoted  to  Santa,  with  many  of  the  Santas 
from  a  private  collection  donated  to  the  Society  and  others 


made  by  local  artisans.  The  unique  miniature  trees  Society 
members  make  just  for  this  event  will  also  be  available.  Mer- 
chandise from  the  Old  Stone  Store's  gift  area  will  be  inter- 
spersed. This  year's  hand-painted  holiday  ornament  from  the 
Society  features  Shays'  Rebellion  in  1787. 

Raffle  tickets  will  be  sold  for  a  wall-hanging-sized  quilt  and  a 
week-long  stay  for  six  at  a  New  Hampshire  lakeside  home. 

Hours  are  Saturdays  from  10am  to  2pm  and  Sundays  from 
11am  to  3pm  from  Nov.  13  to  Dec  19.  Special  Thanksgiving 
hours — 10am  to  2pm — have  been  added  on  both  Wednesday,  Nov. 
24,  and  Fri.,  Nov.  26. 

The  Old  Stone  Store  is  on  the  Sheffield  Village  Green  has 
plenty  of  free  parking.  — Rene  Wood 


HOLIDAY  MARKET  AT  DEWEY  HALL 

Just  in  time  for  the  holidays,  the  Sheffield  Indoor  Market  will 
take  place  on  several  Saturdays  in  November  and  December  at 
Dewey  Memorial  Hall  on  the  Sheffield  Green.  Many  of  your 
favorite  vendors  will  be  back.  There  will  be  delicious  breads  and 
pizza  from  Berkshire  Mountain  Bakery,  cakes,  cookies,  tap- 
enade  and  salmon  spread,  orchids.  Local  crafters  will  be  selling 
jewelry  and  other  wares  along  with  items  from  far-away  places. 

Coffee  and  tea  will  be  available,  as  will  a  $5  lunch  special, 
featuring  a  dish  of  the  day  such  as  chili,  macaroni  and  cheese  or 
zucchini-rice  au  gratin. 

Stop  by,  see  your  neighbors,  do  some  holiday  shopping,  and 
have  lunch!  The  market  will  be  open  Nov.  20  and  Dec.  4, 11 
and  18  from  10am  to  2pm. 


TREE  LIGHTING  ON 
THE  SHEFFIELD  GREEN 

Sheffield's  tree  lighting  will  be  Sun.,  Dec. 
5,  at  6:30pm  on  the  Town  Green  in  the 
center  of  Sheffield.  It  will  be  followed  by 
carol  singing  and  an  ecumenical  service 
in  Old  Parish  Church. 

The  service  will  be  led  by  area 
clergy  and  representatives  of  individual 
churches,  an  ecumenical  choir  will  sing, 
and  the  Mt.  Everett  High  School  Band 
will  play. There  will  be  refreshments  following  the  service  in 
the  Old  Parish  social  room.  Additional  donations  of  cook- 
ies, brownies,  etc.  can  be  brought  that  evening. 

All  are  welcome! 
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TREE  LIGHTING  ON 
THE  ASHLEY  FALLS  GREEN 


Everyone  is  invited  to  the  Ashley  Falls 
Village  Green  for  the  annual  grand 
illumination  of  our  giant  Norway  spruce 
at  5pm  on  Sat,  Nov.  27,  the  Saturday  of 
Thanksgiving  Day  weekend.  Come  join  all 
the  villagers  on  the  Ashley  Falls  green  for 
hot  cocoa,  cookies  and  music  to  begin  the 
holiday  season. 

The  Ashley  Falls  Village  Improvement 
Society  seeks  helpers — and  financial  support — for  this  and 
other  events  we  sponsor.  Send  contributions  to  AFVIS,  PO 
Box  6, Ashley  Falls,  MA  01222,  or  contact  Richard  Cherneff 
at  229  5958  for  more  info 
See  you  there! 


CHRIST  CHURCH  BAKE  SALE 

Christ  Episcopal  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  is  hosting  its 
10th  annual  Holiday  Bake  Sale  on  Sat.,  Dec.ll,  from  10am 
to  2pm.  The  sale  has  a  reputation  for  providing  delicious, 
beautifully  presented  and  reasonably  priced  items  perfect  for 
the  holiday  season. 

Shoppers  will  find  a  full  array  of  cookies,  cakes,  breads, 
fruitcakes,  jellies,  jams,  candies,  nuts  and  other  edibles  pre- 
sented with  a  holiday  flare — perfect  for  your  home  or  last- 
minute  gift-giving.  All  food  items  are  homemade  by  church 
members  and  friends.  In  addition,  there  will  be  many  non-food 
holiday  gift  items,  including  handcrafted  jewelry  from  African 
Teen  Ministries. 

Christ  Episcopal  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  is  on  Route  7 
and  Maple  Ave.  and  has  plenty  of  free  parking. 


The  Sheffield  Times  Annual  Appeal 

Letters  will  soon  be  in  the  mail  to  all  our  wonderful  supporters.  Or  use  the  coupon  on  page  27. 

Thank  you  for  reading  local  all  these  years! 


Community  News 


LOETAND  EDITH  VELMANS  RECEIVE  FOUNDERS  OF  AMERICA  AWARD 


Loet  and  Edith  Velmans  have  received  the  second  annual 
Founders  of  America  Award  from  the  Literacy  Network  of 
South  Berkshire  (LitNet).  By  recognizing  them,  LitNet  is 
saluting  the  role  immigrants  play  in  building  the  character  and 
texture  of  our  country, 

Born  and  raised  in  the  Netherlands,  the  Velmans  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  1951.  Here,  they  achieved  success  in 
their  respective  fields:  Edith  as  a  psychologist  and  gerontologist; 
Loet  as  chairman  and  CEO  of  Hill  and  Knowlton,  an  interna- 
tional public  relations  and  public  affairs  firm  headquartered  in 
New  York.  Each  has  written  a  memoir  about  their  very  different 
experiences  during  World  War  II. 

Edith's  Story,  published  in  1997,  has  been  translated 
into  10  languages,  including  a  Chinese  edition  in  2010.  The 
award-winning  book  is  based  on  Edith's  diaries  and  the  letters 
she  exchanged  with  her  parents  during  the  war.  In  1942,  she 
went  into  hiding,  protected  by  a  non-Jewish  family  in  the 
south  of  Holland.  Most  members  of  her  own  family  perished 
in  the  Holocaust.  When  the  war  was  over,  Edith  came  to  the 
U.S.  in  1948  for  a  year  of  studies  at  Columbia  University. 
She  returned  to  Holland  full  of  stories  about  the  wonders  of 
America  and  extracted  a  promise  from  Loet  that  if  they  got 


married  he  would  take  her  back  there  within  three  years. 

Loet's  book,  Long  Way  Back  to  the  River  Kwai:  Memories 
of  World  War  II,  published  in  2003,  was  a  selection  of  the 
History  Book  Club,  and  translations  were  published  in  three 
European  countries.  Loet  escaped  from  Holland  during  the 
German  invasion,  moved  with  his  family  to  London  and  then 
to  the  Dutch  East  Indies  (now  Indonesia),  where  he  joined  the 
Dutch  army.  He  became  a  Japanese  POW,  and  was  shipped — 
along  with  thousands  of  others — to  the  jungles  of  Thailand 
as  part  of  a  slave  labor  force  put  to  work  building  the  Burma 
railroad.  Loet  survived  the  war  and  returned  to  Holland,  where 
he  met  and  married  Edith  in  1949. 

After  arriving  in  New  York  in  1951,  the  Velmans  lived  there 
for  three  years,  then  moved  to  Paris,  where  Loet  opened  the 
first  European  office  of  Hill  and  Knowlton.  After  19  years  in 
Europe,  they  returned  to  the  United  States  for  good  in  1974, 
shortly  before  Loet  became  chairman  and  CEO  of  the  company. 

They  built  their  house  in  Sheffield  in  1978.  Now  retired, 
they  are  active  supporters  of  many  non-profit  organizations. 
They  have  three  grown  daughters  and  five  grandchildren,  some 
of  whom  live  nearby.  They  have  been  married  61  years. 

— John  Wightman 


rCPoliday  Bake  Sale 

Saturday,  Dec.  11th 
10am  -2  pm 

Fabulous  foods  for  your  table 
&  gift-giving:  cookies,  cakes,  jams,   | 
jellies,  candies,  fruitcakes, 
breads,  granola  &  more. 

Plus:  unique  holiday  gifts. 


NOT  TO  BE  MISSED! 


Christ  Episcopal  Trinity  Lutheran  Churcj 
Rt.  7  &  Maple  Ave.,  Sheffield 

Plenty  of  free  parking.  ^ 
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Sheffield  Historical  Society 
11th  Annual 

Festival  of  Holidays 

Weekends  Nov.  1 3th  -  Dec.  1 9th 

Saturdays:  1 0  -  2  £#  Sundays  11-3 

Wed.  Nov.  24  &  Fri.  Nov.  26:  1 0  -  2 


Holiday  Gifts,  Artisan  Items,  Food,  Lots  of 

Santas,  Miniature  Trees,  Wreaths,  Jams, 

Jellis,  Stocking  Stuffers,  Home  &  Kitchen 

Items,  Ornaments,  Candies  &  Nuts. 

Gifts  for  all  price  ranges  &  ages. 

Special  Raffles 

Old  Stone  Store,  Village  Green 


REMEMBERING  INEZ  FLINN,  1 922-20 1 0 


Inez  Flinn,  who  died  last  September,  was 
involved  in  many  aspects  of  Sheffield  life, 
including  helping  mail  copies  of  the  Shef- 
field Times.  Many  will  miss  her.  Here 
are  excerpts  from  how  Neal  Chamberlain 
remembered  her  at  a  gathering  of  her 
friends  held  shortly  after  her  death. 

Although  my  wife,  Julie,  and  I  were  a  gen- 
eration apart  from  her  in  age,  our  friend- 
ship with  Inez  Flinn  was  deep  and  very 
special.  Both  my  mother  and  Julie's  live 
several  hours  away  For  15  years,  Inez  was 
our  backup  grandma.  When  the  kids  were 
little  she  would  stay  with  them  if  Julie  and 
I  needed  a  night  out.  She  saw  every  Hal- 
loween costume  our  kids  ever  wore. 

As  the  kids  grew  too  old  for  a  babysit- 
ter, she  became  their  faithful  audience. 
I  would  invite  her  to  all  of  the  concerts 
and  plays  that  the  kids  were  in.  Until  last 
spring,  she  was  always  eager  to  join  us. 


Sometimes  I  would  call  a  week  ahead 
but  occasionally  it  would  be  short  notice. 
Last  fall  I  invited  her  to  a  concert  in  the 
Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series  with  10  minutes' 
warning.  She  may  have  thought  me  a 
little  nutty  but  eagerly  came  along.  Once, 
I  have  to  admit,  I  was  at  a  concert  and 
somewhere  in  the  second  half,  something 
stirred  in  my  mind,  and  I  realized  that  in 
my  rush  I  had  forgotten  to  pick  up  Inez. 
When  I  called  she  was  her  usual  cheerful 
self  and  willingly  forgave  my  error. 

I  am  only  partly  surprised  by  how  fast 
she  passed.  She  had  told  me  she  didn't 
like  going  to  nursing  homes.  Certainly 
she  had  no  interest  in  lingering  there.  I 
last  saw  her  the  Sunday  eight  days  before 
she  passed  in  September,  Inez  told  me 
with  a  very  matter-of-fact  tone  that  she 
was  at  ease  with  the  news  that  she  had 
been  given  two  to  six  months  to  live — she 
accepted  her  condition  after  a  long  and 


ONLINE  GUIDETO 
HOUSATONIC 

A  new  interactive  guide  to  paddling  on 
the  Housatonic  River  is  now  available 
at  www.housatonicriverguide.com. 

The  site  includes  a  description  and 
history  of  the  watershed,  photos,  fly- 
over videos  and  a  collection  of  vintage 
postcards.  Listed  are  launch  sites  from 
Muddy  Pond  in  Washington,  MA,  to 
Milford,  CT.  Six  of  the  launch  sites  are 
in  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls. 

useful  life.  She  was  not  able  to  see  well, 
and  she  told  me  she'd  never  walk  again. 
Quality  of  life  comes  before  longevity,  she 
said.  She  was  ready  for  what  was  to  come. 

At  that  point  she  still  had  no  pain.  I 
was  so  impressed  by  her  ability  to  explain 
her  condition  and  awareness  of  it  that  I 
wish  I'd  come  back  with  a  tape  recorder. 
I  wanted  her  words  so  that  they  could 
be  used  to  comfort  others  facing  death 
without  remorse  and  with  the  dignity  and 
acceptance  she  showed. 

Strong  and  courageous  as  she  was 
at  the  end,  that's  not  how  I'll  remember 
Inez.  I  will  always  remember  her  joyful 
being  and  the  vigor  with  which  she  lived. 
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OR  VOLUNT 


1/2%  bonus  interest 

on  any  new  certificate 
of  deposit  with  a  term  of 
12  months  or  greater* 

October  1  -  December  31 ,  201 0. 
Open  a  new  CD  with  $5,000  or  more  in  new 
money,  or  add  $5,000  or  more  to  your  existing 
CD  renewal,  and  qualify  for  a  special  bonus  rate. 


ST1110 


FREE  3"x  5"  Safe  Deposit 
Box  for  One  Year 

When  you  open  a  new  checking, 
savings  or  money  market  account. 

October  1  -  December  31 ,  201 0. 
Valid  only  at  Salisbury  Bank's  Sheffield,  Massachusetts 
office.  $35  credit  applied  to  first  year's  rent  on  safe 
deposit  boxes  larger  than  3"x  5'.' 

ST1110 


^i 


SALISBURY  BANK 

enriching. 

640  North  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

tel:  413-229-5000 


*Valid  only  at  Salisbury  Bank's  Sheffield,  Massachusetts  office.  Current  rates  on  Salisbury  Bank's  certificates  of  deposit  are  available  by  visiting  our  Sheffield,  Massachusetts  office.  To  qualify  for  1/2%  rate  bonus  over  our  regular  CD  rates, 
you  must  deposit  a  minimum  balance  of  $5000  in  new  funds  into  a  new  or  renewal  CD,  that  is  money  not  already  on  deposit  in  Salisbury  Bank.  A  penalty  may  be  imposed  for  early  w'rthdrawal.  Offer  expires  December  31,  2010. 

©  Salisbury  Bank  and  Trust  Company        Member  FDIC        11/10  ST 


LOOKING  BACK  AT  SHEFFIELD  IN  CELEBRATION  2010 


Hundreds  of  people  attended  the  10th  annual  Sheffield  Fair,  held  on  Sept.  11  at  Sheffield's  Town  Park,  followed  by  the 
Kiwanis  Steak  Roast  at  the  Fire  House  and  a  night  of  music  at  Dewey  Hall.  The  Sheffield  Association,  publisher  of  the 
Sheffield  Times  and  sponsor/founder  of  Sheffield  in  Celebration,  would  like  to  thank  everyone  who  made  the  event  a 
tremendous  success.  Here  are  some  of  the  highlights. 


Showmanship  &  Fitting.  There  were  more  partipants — animals  and  exhibitors — this 
year.  Clockwise  from  above  left:  Mary  Brazie  and  the  winner  of  the  equine  competition, 
Katelyn  Decker,  who  also  won  the  overall  trophy  sponsored  by  the  Berkshire  County 
Farm  Bureau.  Fairgoers  learned  about  chickens  from  Thomas  Williams.  Winners  and 
judges:  in  front,  Becky  Aragi,  Abby  Aragi,  Thomas  Williams,  Katelyn  Decker,  Hope 
Aragi,  Ricky  McLaughlin  and  Nick  LeGeyt;  in  back,  poultry  judge  Duane  Honour, 
Kyle  LeGeyt-McLaughlin,  equine  judge  Mary  Brazie  and  cattle  judge  Rhett  Proctor. 
Right,  junior  cattle  competition  winners  line  up  their  cows:  Hope  and  Abby  Aragi, 
Nick  LeGeyt  and  Ricky  McLaughlin. 
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K     YOU! 

To  everyone  who 

helped  make  Sheffield  in 

Celebration  possible-donors, 

vendors  and  volunteers! 

Corporate  Sponsors 

DeV 

ries  Building  Su 

pply  and  Sheffield  Pottery 

Becky  &  Holly  Aragi  & 

Betsy  Geller 

Jim  McGarry 

Sheffield  Kiwanis 

Pine  Island  Farm 

Girls  Scouts 

Debbie  McMullen 

Sheffield  Land  Trust 

Leslie  Ann  Beck  &  Berkshire  Living 

John  Graney  Metal  Design 

Mt  Everett  High  School  FFA 

Sheffield  Police  Dept 

Barrett  Tree  Services 

Julie  Hannum 

Old  Parish  Church 

Sheffield  Tree  Project 

Berkshire  Boat  Building  School 

Gail  Heath 

Kathy  Orlando 

Sheffield  Water  Co. 

Berkshire  County  Farm  Bureau 

Bill  Hogelin 

Tom  Orlando 

Sheffield  Whinnies  4-H 

Berkshire  School 

Danne  Honour 

Sandra  Preston  Real  Estate 

Dave  Smith,  Sr. 

;         Berkshire  Taconic 

Tom  Ingersoll 

Rhett  Proctor 

Dave  Smith, Jr. 

Community  Foundation 

JTC  Trucking 

Race  Mountain  Tree  Services 

The  Solar  Store 

Mary  Brazie 

Margaret  Kern 

Ray's  Auto  Parts 

Stor-it-AII 

Grace  Brown 

Martha  &  Bob  Kilmer 

River  Valley  4-H 

Thomas  &  Kathleen  Tetro 

Busy  Farmers  4-H 

King  Arthur  Flower 

Salisbury  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

Tomich  Landscape  Design  & 

Campo  de'  Fiori 

KS  Bookkeeping 

Dan  Schilling  &WSBS  Radio 

Construction 

Carlson  Propane 

Kwik  Print 

Ann  and  Bob  Shanks 

Trailblazers  4-H 

Christ  Church  Episcopal 

Jimmy  Larkin  &  Larkin  Farm 

Sheffield  Association 

LoisVanCleef                                                 * 

Will  Conklin  &  Greenagers 

Susan  LeGeyt, Tobey  Hill  Farm  & 

Sheffield  Board  of  Selectmen 

Ward's  Nursery  &  Garden  Center 

Joanne  Conti 

the  LeGeyt  Family 

Sheffield  Boy  Scouts 

Webster  Ingersoll 

1          Barb  Davidson 

Jim  Lovejoy  Cabinetmaker 

Sheffield  Council  on  Aging 

Joe  Wilkinson  &  Sons  Excavating 

Barbara  Delmolino 

Mahaiwe  Tents 

Sheffield  Cultural  Council 

Rene  Wood 

Kerry  Douglas 

Alan  &  Anita  Minery 

Sheffield  Fire  Dept 

Undermountain  Joiners  &Jim  Law.Jr. 

Tim  Farkas  &  the  Berkshire  Eagle 

Melissa  &  Peter  Martin 

Sheffield  Historical  Society 

Bonnie  Zubernick 

Friends  of  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library 

Massini  Bus  Co. 

Sheffield  Volunteer  Hose  Co  #1 

• 

..and 

everyone  who  attended! 

Crafts,  kids,  music,  pie.  Clockwise  from  above  left:  Will  Conklin,  Abby  Tapia  and  Adam  Brown 
on  the  music  stage.  The  Larkin  Dairy  Farm  provided  hay  rides.  Dave  Smith,  Sr.,  Fair  co-organizer 
talks  with  furniture  maker  Jim  Law.  The  Apple  Pie  Contest  winners  Nora  Smith  and  Sharon 
Milukas.  The  Sheffield  Senior  Center  was  among  the  many  community  groups  at  the  Fair:  Bar- 
bara Fletcher,  Michelle  Harwood  and  Winnie  Veretto. 
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113  Main  Street  •  Sheffield,  MA  •  (413)  229-7500 
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-kAsk  about  platters  for  meetings  and  events— big  or  small  * 


Monday 

♦  Get  spaghetti  with 
sausage  or  meatballs 
with  hot  bread 

Dine  in     $4. 95 
Dine  out    $5. 95 

ALL  DAY 


Tuesday  &  Wednesday 

♦  Get  2  medium 
cheese  pizzas 

$14.95 
Dine  in  or  out 

ALL  DAY 


Thursday 

♦  Chicken  parmesan 

with  hot  bread 

Dine  in     $6. 95 
Dine  out    $7.95 

ALL  DAY 


•  Burgers 

•  Fresh  salads 

•  Wraps 

•  Fried  seafood 


ALSO  SERVING: 

•  Specialty  sandwiches 

•  Hot/cold  sandwiches 

•  Reubens 

•  Grinders 


•  Pasta  dinners 

•  Casseroles 

•  Pizzas/calzones 

•  Sheet  pizza 


Sunday-  Thursday  1  1am  -  9pm     Friday  &  Saturday  1  1am  -  10pm 


Community  News 


SHEFFIELD  NOW  A  'TREE  CITY  USA' 

The  Sheffield  Tree  Project  has  suc- 
ceeded in  gaining  "Tree  City  USA" 
recognition  from  the  National  Arbor 
Foundation  for  the  Town  of  Sheffield. 
Sheffield  is  only  the  fourth  community 
in  Berkshire  County  to  receive  this 
recognition,  which  must  be  reapplied 
for  annually. 

Alan  Snow,  community  action 
forester  for  the  Massachusetts  Dept.  of 
Conservation  and  Recreation,  presented 
the  award  in  a  ceremony  on  Oct.  18.  The 
ceremony,  attended  by  two  Selectmen, 
the  Town's  tree  warden  and  town  admin- 
istrator, members  of  the  Sheffield  Tree 
Project,  community  members  and  the 
executive  director  of  the  Southern  Berk- 
shire Chamber  of  Commerce,  was  held 
outdoors  under  a  shingle  oak.  Another 
presentation  took  place  later  at  a  Board  of 
Selectmen  meeting. 

Before  a  town  can  be  considered 
for  the  Tree  City  designation,  it  must 
meet  four  standards  for  at  least  three 
consecutive  years:  it  has  a  tree  board  or 
department;  it  has  a  tree  care  ordinance; 
it  budgets  at  least  $2  per  capita  each 
year  for  its  community  forestry  program; 
and  it  holds  an  Arbor  Day  observance 
and  proclamation.  Benefits  not  only 
include  increased  awareness  of  and  care 
for  a  town's  "community  forest,"  but  an 
enhanced  image  for  the  town  and  some- 
times preference  in  obtaining  grants  for 
trees  or  forestry  programs. 

According  to  Tom  Ingersoll,  coor- 
dinator of  the  Sheffield  Tree  Project, 
"This  has  been  a  goal  for  the  Shef- 


At  the  Tree  City  presentation:  Michael  King,  Chistine  Ludwiszewski,  Pauline  Schumann, 
Kerry  Douglas,  Ben  Hillman,  Town  Administrator  Joe  Kellogg,  Dorothy  Weaver,  Select- 
man Dave  Smith,  Jr.,  Tree  Warden  Ed  Lord,  Tom  Ingersoll,  Alan  Snow  (a  state  Dept  of 
Conservation  forester),  Karl  Schumann  and  Selectman  Rene  Wood.  King,  Douglas  and 
Hillman  and  Ingersoll  are  with  the  Sheffield  Tree  Project.  Below,  Snow  and  Ingersoll  look 
at  the  shingle  oak  under  which  the  presentation  took  place. 

field  Tree  Project  since  we  formally 
organized  in  2002.  The  designation  is 
the  measure  of  excellent  community 
forestry  across  the  country,  and  to  have 
met  these  standards  is  a  source  of  great 
pride  for  this  group  and  hopefully  the 
community  beyond."  It  is  estimated  the 
Sheffield  Tree  Project  has  planted  over 
100  trees,  all  funded  by  contributions 
and  volunteer  time  and  labor. 

— Rene  Wood 


"Condos 

to 
Castles" 

P.O.  Box  924,  Monterey,  MA  01245 

20  Stockbridge  Rd. 

Great  Barrington,  MA  01230 


Office  (413)  528-3440 
Fax  (413)  5281588 
Cell  (41 3)  717-0066 


LINDA  HEBERT  Broker 
CBR,  CRB,  CRS,  GRl,  SRES 

E-mail:  hebertrlty@aol.com 
www.  HebertRealtv.  com 


DE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry 
Paint 

Insulation 
Hardware 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777        41 3-229-8820  FAX 
www.devriesbuildingsupply.com 
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REAL  ESTATE,  continued  from  page  1 


proceed  to  a  sale:  In  2009,  for  instance, 
there  were  only  5  foreclosure  deeds  filed. 
New  home  construction  in  town  has 
been  fairly  minimal  this  year,  Preston  says. 
A  couple  of  modular  houses  are  being 
built,  one  on  Hulett  Hill  Rd.  and  another 
on  Salisbury  Rd.  Construction  work  has 
been  mosdy  renovations  and  upgrades. 


Currently,  there  are  23  parcels  of 
land  for  sale  in  Sheffield,  ranging  in  price 
from  $6,500  for  0.17  acre  near  Trout 
Pond,  off  Route  41,  to  $325,000  for  a 
one-acre  commercial  parcel  on  Route  7. 
Per-acre  prices  depend  of  course  on  the 
location.  Two  parcels  are  on  the  market 
for  $275,000 — 24  acres  on  Boardman  St. 


and  4  acres  on  Home  Rd. 

The  $6,500  Trout  Pond  parcel  is 
one  of  seven  tiny  lots  currently  for  sale, 
remnants  of  a  long-gone  subdivision 
plan.  Most  of  those  lots  are  not  build- 
able  under  current  zoning  bylaws,  so 
several  have  to  be  combined  to  make  a 
buildable  parcel. 


Sheffield  Soccer  winners 

Sheffield's  U10  (under  10)  Boys  Soccer  team  went  undefeated  in  the  Just  for  Kicks 
Soccer  Tournament  on  Columbus  Day  Weekend  in  Dalton  and  won  their  division.  The 
Sheffield  squad  beat  teams  from  Gateway,  Williamstown,  Pittsfield  and  Adams.  Front 
row:  Andrew  Consolini,  Eduardo  Rodriguez,  Silas  Bullock.  Back  row:  Coach  Marvin 
Casivant,  Nikos  Casivant,  Max  Kohlkins,  Ivan  Rodriquez,  Jack  Carpenter,  Patrick  Silk, 
Graham  Herrick,  coach  Sam  Herrick.  Not  pictured:  Ian  O'Haver. 


Come  see  the  fire  truck! 

Sheffield's  new  fire  truck  arrived  last  month,  and  Rick  Boardman,  Sheffield's  fire  chief, 
says,  "It's  a  beauty."  The  Town  approved  $350,000  for  the  truck's  purchase  at  the  2009 
annual  Town  Meeting,  but  before  the  truck  could  be  purchased,  an  addition  had  to  be 
built  on  thefirehouse — new  trucks  are  longer  than  older  trucks.  The  Fire  Dept.  is  plan- 
ning an  open  house  to  show  off  the  truck  on  Sat.,  Nov.  6,  from  noon  to  4pm. 


V?. 


DEWEY  HALL  FOLK  SERIES 

The  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series  has  set  its 
schedule  for  late  fall  and  winter.This 
monthly  folk  music  series  is  a  rare 
opportunity  to  hear  local,  regional, 
and  national  musicians  in  an  intimate, 
family-friendly,  coffeehouse  setting 
with  superb  acoustics. 

November  6: 
Wang  Dang  Doodle 
Blues  &  Gospel 
Revue,  with  Robin 
O'HerinJoel 
Schick.VikkiTrue, 
Richard  Downs,  and 
Peter  Schneider, 
plays  traditional  and 
original  gospel,  acoustic  and  electric 
blues,  jazz,  R&B,  rock  'n  roll. Their  rep- 
ertoire includes  Blind  Willie  Johnson, 
T-Bone  Walker,  Stephen  Foster  and 
the  Ramones,  all  delivered  with  great 
musicianship,  affection  and  fun  (and 
often  in  three-part  harmony). 

December  4:Tom  Smith  performs 
old-school,  time-tested  folk  songs  and 
simple,  direct  originals  on  guitar,  banjo, 
mandolin,  harmonica  and  other  folk 
instruments. 

January  8:  Common  Thread,  with 
John  Sellew,  Eric  Martin  and  Jamie 
Vlcek  gives  us  folk  music  from  every- 
where with  a  fiddle,  a  guitar  and  three 
sweet  voices. 

February:  Moonshine  Holler. 
March:  Runa.April:  Bruce  Mandel. 

Enjoy  this  unique  and  beautiful 
musical  experience  in  historic  Dewey 
Hall  on  the  green  in  Sheffield.  Shows 
are  at  7:30.;  Refreshments  are  avail- 
able. Suggested  donation  at  the  door 
is  $  1 5.  For  more,  see  Dewey  Hall's 
website  at  www.DeweyHall.com. 


Church  News 


GEOFFREY  BLACK  TO  SPEAK  AT  OLD  PARISH 

The  Rev.  Geoffrey  Black,  president  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ,  will  be  guest  speaker  at  the  First  Congregational  Church 
of  Sheffield  (Old  Parish  Church)  at  1:30pm  on  Sun.,  Nov.  14. 
Black  is  coming  as  Old  Parish  celebrates  its  275th  anniversary 
this  year.  It  is  the  second  oldest  church  in  Berkshire  County. 

Black  became  UCC  president  this  summer.  Prior  to  this 
position  he  had  served  as  minister  of  the  New  York  Conference 
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  for  almost  10  years.  He  has 
also  served  as  assistant  chaplain  at  Brown  University,  associate 
minister  at  St.  Albans  (NY)  Congregational  UCC,  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  UCC  of  South  Hempstead  (NY),  lecturer 
at  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York  and  protestant 
chaplain  at  Adelphi  University.  He  is  currently  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Lancaster  Theological  Seminary. 

Ecumenical  commitment,  concern  for  equal  justice,  African- 
American  empowerment  and  community  improvement  have 
shaped  Black's  ministry  in  the  church  and  the  communities  in 
which  he  has  lived.  He  has  worked  for  the  Nassau  Coalition 
for  Safety  and  Justice,  the  Long  Island  Interracial  Alliance  for 
a  Common  Future,  and  the  Amistad  Cultural  Center  of  Long 
Island,  which  he  co-founded,  and  Caring  Communities  of 
Shaker  Heights,  OH. 

Black  earned  his  BA  from  Lincoln  University  in  1969  and 
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an  M.  A.R.  from  Yale  Divinity  School  in  1972.  He  is  the  spouse 
of  Patricia  Williams -Black  and  father  of  Makeda  Black. 

Residents  of  Sheffield  and  members  of  United  Church  of 
Christ  congregations  in  Berkshire  County  are  particularly  invited. 
Refreshments  will  follow  the  service.  — John  Wightman 

WOODS  TEA  TO  PLAY  BENEFIT  CONCERT 

The  Mission  Committee  of  Old  Parish  Church  and  the  Shef- 
field Friendly  Union  Library  Association,  overseers  of  Dewey 
Hall,  are  sponsoring  a  concert  to  raise  funds  for  Sheffield's 
Good  Samaritan  Fund,  which  provides  emergency  financial  aid 
for  Southern  Berkshire  residents. 

The  Woods  Tea  Company,  a  popular  Vermont  folk  band 
that's  played  in  Sheffield  in  the  past  for  similar  benefits,  will 
appear  at  Old  Parish  Church  on  Sun.,  Nov.  2 1  at  2pm.There  is 
no  admission  fee;  instead,  a  freewill  offering  will  be  collected. 

The  band — Howard  Wooden.Tom  MacKenzie  and  Patti 
Casey — performs  bluegrass,  Celtic  tunes,  sea  chanties,  and 
folk  songs  using  as  many  as  a  dozen  different  instruments, 
from  banjos,  bouzoukis  and  bodhrans.to  guitars,  ukuleles  and 
hammered  dulcimers.  Carl  Schumann,  a  parishoner,  has  made 
a  stage  extension  so  this  year  the  audience  can  see  Patty's  feet 
on  the  clog  board.  — Pauline  W.  Schumann 


Sunday  Nov.  14:  10am  -  1pm 
American  Legion  Hall,  Sheffield 


A  benefit  to  raise  funds  to  furnish 
the  new  Sheffield  Senior  Center 

Silent  Auction  &  50/50  Raffle 

Tickets:  $10  &  $5  (4-12  yrs.) 
Kids  under  4  ~  Free 

Buy  your  tickets  early  from 

Sears,  Silk's,  Gulotta's,  JTC  8C  Son 

or  any  Kiwanis  member 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEY  FALLS 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denominational),  355  Clayton  Rd. 
229-8560;  parsonage  (860)  824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages 
3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care  provided.  Rev.  Edward  M. 
Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist),  1156  Ashley  Falls  Rd.  Sunday:  9am  Service. 
Betty  LeGeyt,  Pastor 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 


Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstructionist),  North  St.  528-4197.  Friday, 
8pm  &  Saturday,  10am.  Services  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are  updated  on 
answering  machine 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire,  270  State  Rd.  528-6378.  Friday:  7:30pm  Shab- 
bat  Service.  Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study.  Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher, 
Associate  Rabbi  Ari  Rosenberg 

SHEFFIELD 


Christ  Church  Episcopal  &  Trinity  Lutheran,  180  Main  St.  229-881  I.Sunday: 
8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  child  care;  Thursday:  10am 
Holy  Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  Route  7  &  Kellogg  Rd.  229-8649.  The 
public  is  welcome. 

Old  Parish  (United  Church  of  Christ),  125  Main  St.  229-8173.  Sunday:  10am 
Worship,  Sunday  School,  10am.  Rev.  Jill  Graham,  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic),  Maple  Ave.  229-3028.  Saturday:  4:00pm 
Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield  7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass.  Rev.  Bruce 
Teague 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational),  1970  N.  Main  St.  528-2911,  www.shef- 
fieldchapel.org.  Sunday:  10:45am  Worship,  9:30am  Sunday  School  for  all  ages.  Wed.: 
Group  Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor  Corey  McLaughlin 


=iiiiiii  mi  in  iiiiii  in  iii  iiiiii  niiiiiiiiiii  mi  iii  iii  i  mi  mi  iii  iiiiii  in  i  in  in  iniiiiii  in  mi  in  in  in  mi  nun  in  hi  ininiiiiir 

10 


. 


Library  News 


STATE  LIBRARY  MEETING 
HELD  IN  SHEFFIELD 

On  Sept.  28  Nancy  Hahn,  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library's  head 
librarian,  hosted  an  open  house  for  the  staff  of  the  new  Massa- 
chusetts Library  System  (MLS).  Set  up  in  July  2010,  the  MLS 
consolidated  six  regional  library  systems  as  a  result  of  FY2011 

budget  downsizing. 

MLS  Executive  Director  Greg 
Pronevitz  updated  some  40  area 
librarians  and  interested  patrons  on 
current  services,  including  inter- 
library  loans  and  book  deliveries, 
continuing  education  and  on-line 
content  provision.  Despite  record 
demand  for  library  services,  the  per 
capita  budget  allocation  for  the  sys- 
tem is  only  $1.86,  considerably  less 
than  10  years  ago,  and  future  fund- 
ing is  under  attack.  The  November 
2  ballot  measure  Question  3,  for 
instance,  would  roll  back  the  sales  tax  from  6.25  to  3  percent, 
with  disastrous  consequences  for  all'discretionary"  spending. 
Pronevitz  and  Assistant  Director  Carolyn  Noah  stressed 
that  state  libraries  are  already  at  the  breaking  point,  having  this 


SAVE  THE  DATE! 

On  Friday  evening, 
Dec. 3,  the  library 
is  pleased  to  host 
local  author  Simon 
Winchester,  who  will 
discuss  his  new  book 
on  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
Guaranteed  to  be  a 
fascinating  rendezvous. 
Save  the  date! 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers  in  the  Tri- 
State  area  for  over  30  years.  If  you  are  plan- 
ning to  buy  or  sell,  please  contact  us.  Our 
office  is  open  7  days  a  week.  We  are  members 
of  the  Berkshire  Board  of  Realtors  and  their 
Multiple  Listing  Service  as  well  as  the  Litch- 
field County  Board  and  their  MLS.  Visit  our 
website  at  www.sandraprestonrealestate.com, 
e-mail:  pressa@verizon.net,  or  just  call  us  at 
413-229-2077. 

575  Sheffield  Plain,  (Route  7) 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 


THE  BUSHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 

Just  off  Route  7  in  Sheffield    4 1 3-229-7004 

Hours: Tues.-Thurs.  1 0-5;  Fri.  10-8; 

Sat.  1 0-5,  Sun  2-5;  Mon.  closed 


year  alone  dropped  43,000  hours  of  staff  time,  with  further  cuts 
expected.  When  confronted  with  audience  questions  on  how 
best  to  "Save  Our  Rural  Libraries,"  a  phrase  writ  large  on  a  ban- 
ner hanging  in  the  program  room,  the  MLS  leaders  suggested 
that  librarians  could  encourage  their  users  to  contact  state 
legislators,  who  have  the  ability  to  respond  to  voters'  funding 
requests.  Despite  a  few  bright  spots  in  the  presentation — the 
promise  of  eventual  broadband  services  and  increased  literacy 
programs — a  certain  grim  fiscal  inevitability  attended  an  other- 
wise festive  occasion,  — Fred  Gordon 

LIBRARY  NEWS  BRIEFS 

Bench  in  memory  of  Inez,  The  Friends  of  the  Bushnell-Sage 
Library  intend  to  install  a  wooden  bench  at  the  lovely  outdoor 
patio  in  honor  of  the  late  Inez  Flinn,  recognized  for  her  many 
contributions  to  our  Sheffield  community.  Donations  in  any 
amount  will  be  gratefully  accepted. 

Thanks.  Thanks  to  Tune  Street  for  donating  the  wall 
bracket  mount  and  expert  installation  of  our  new  55-inch  flat 
screen  TV  in  the  program  room. 

Teens.  The  library's  Teen  Council  met  on  Oct.  9  and  meets 
again  on  Sat.,  Nov.  6  at  11am.  A  movie  and  pizza  are  scheduled 
along  with  planning  future  programs.  Come  and  bring  a  friend. 

Chess.  The  chess  club  meets  Wednesdays  at  3. 

Summer  readers.  On  Sept.  10,  summer  readers  had  a  party 
and  goody  bags  were  distributed.  Keep  reading,  everybody. 


CIVIL/ARCHITECTURAL  DESIGN 

Title  V  Inspection  •  Peres  &  Soil  Evaluations 

Septic  Designs  •  Wetland  Permitting 

Ch.  91  Dock  Permits  •  Topographic  Surveys 

Land  Planning  •  Building/Foundation  Design 

New  Construction  &  Additions  •  Timber  Frame  Design 

Construction  Supervisor  (CS76097) 

Jeffrey  F.  Colling  wood,  PE 

Special  Projects  Engineer 

MA  PE  #35818 

P.O.  Box  343  CTPE#21596     Ofc.  (413)  248-5155 

Ashley  Falls ,  MA  0 1 222  Cell  (413)  429- 1 545 

jjcollingwood@aol.com  Fax  (320)  210-9607 


Village  Green 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 

Aug.  16  regular  meeting 

Jim  Rintoul,  the  local  contact  for  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public 
Health  Emergency  Medical  Services 
Plan,  was  present  to  explain  the  Emer- 
gency Medical  Service  Zone  plan.  This 
is  a  regional  plan  for  medical  services 
only  Police  Chief  Jim  McGarry  is  the 
Emergency  Management  Director  for  the     ers  and  to  put  their  returnable  items  in 


that  the  Town  has  received  a  check 
in  the  amount  of  $3,991.42  from  the 
Springfield  Materials  Recycling  Facil- 
ity for  six  months  worth  of  recyclable 
materials  from  our  Transfer  Station.  He 
thanked  residents  for  their  cooperation 
on  the  new  recycling  rules  and  reminded 
everyone  to  crush  their  plastic  contain- 


Town  and  has  stated  that  the  plan  has 
addressed  his  concerns. 

Town  Administrator  Joe  Kellogg 
summarized  a  letter  from  the  City  of 
Lowell  regarding  the  creation  of  special 
legislation,  a  Home  Rule  Petition,  to  give 
municipalities  control  over  health  insur- 
ance plan  design.  Discussion  ensued  and 
was  tabled  until  a  future  meeting. 

Kellogg  gave  an  update  on  the  high- 
way garage  project.  The  proposed  project 
location  is  situated  in  an  Area  of  Critical 
Environmental  Concern,  and  a  study 
will  have  to  be  conducted  in  the  spring 
to  determine  if  the  site  is  habitat  for  any 
endangered  species.  The  wetlands  have 


the  containers  for  the  Kiwanis.  Kellogg 
reminded  residents  that  the  fiscal  year 
2010  Transfer  Station  stickers  expire  at 
midnight  tonight,  though  those  whose 
last  name  begin  with  A  or  B  will  be 
allowed  extra  time  because  those  bills 
were  mailed  late. 

Administrator  Kellogg  said  that 
Maple  Ave.  was  repaved  today  and  Depot 
Square  will  be  repaved  tomorrow. 

The  Board  voted  to  appoint  Marcia 
Friedman  to  the  Sheffield  Cultural  Coun- 
cil for  a  three-year  term.  Administrator 
Kellogg  congratulated  Graham  Frank  on 
his  recent  graduation  from  the  Western 
Massachusetts  Police  Academy. 


been  flagged  and  work  is  underway  to 

decide  if  there  is  enough  property  outside     Aug.  23  working  meeting 


of  the  wetlands  to  house  the  facility. 

Selectman  Rene  Wood  gave  an 
update  on  the  progress  of  Wired  West, 
an  initiative  to 
build  and  operate  a 
community-owned, 
open-access  fiber- 
optic network  in 
Western  Massa- 
chusetts. The  Board 
voted  to  designate 


TOWN  HALL 
HOLIDAY  SCHEDULE 


Wood  as  the  Town 
representative  for 
Mass  Broadband. 

Board  Chair  Julie 
Hannum  said  that 
Webster  Ingersoll 
has  been  awarded  the 

contract  by  the  Housatonic  Valley  Assoc  to 
install  all  of  the  canoe  launches  in  Berkshire 
County  The  work  is  funded  with  monies 
provided  by  General  Electric  for  cleaning 
up  the  Housatonic  River.  The  launch  in 
Sheffield  will  be  the  first  one  constructed 
and  work  will  begin  on  August  23.  [See  the 
story  in  the  September-October  issue.] 

Administrator  Kellogg  announced 


Town  Hall  will  be  closed  two 
additional  days  over  the  holiday 
season  this  year.  For  Thanksgiving 
week,  it  will  be  closed  on  Wednes 
day, Thursday,  and  Friday  Nov.  24, 
25  and  26.  For  Christmas/New 
Years  week,  it  will  be  closed  on 
Thursday  and  Friday,  Dec  23  and 
24,  and  Thursday  and  Friday,  Dec 
30  and  31. 


Administrator  Kellogg  noted  that  Eric 
Weiss,  an  independent  engineering  con- 
sultant, has  submitted  a  proposal  to  study 
ways  to  improve 
Transfer  Station 
operations  with  three 
price  levels,  depend- 
ing on  the  budget. 
Option  #1  would 
have  the  Highway 
Dept.  widen  the 
access  to  the  Transfer 
Station  and  repair  or 
replace  the  retaining 
wall.  This  option 
would  not  include 
any  new  equipment. 
Option  #2  would  be 
to  repair  or  replace  the  retaining  wall  and 
replace  both  the  trash  and  paper  compac- 
tors. Option  #3  would  be  to  replace  all 
the  equipment  and  pave  the  disposal  area. 
Discussion  ensued  regarding  the  options, 
containers  and  sheds  for  the  return- 
able items,  changing  the  location  for 
containers  for  disposal  and  the  property 
lines.  Weiss  said  that  mini  grants  in  the 


amount  of  $500  from  the  Springfield 
Materials  Recycling  Facility  are  available 
for  signs  and  pamphlets. 

Selectman  Wood  expressed  her 
concerns  with  the  Board's  current  policy 
of  not  allowing  second  homeowners  to 
take  advantage  of  the  senior  discount 
for  Transfer  Station  stickers.  The  Board 
agreed  to  consider  this  change  next  year. 

Discussion  ensued  regarding  the 
Town  capital  plan,  local  aid,  budgets  and 
revenues.  Administrator  Kellogg  said 
he  is  concerned  that  Town  revenues  are 
not  reported  on  a  monthly  basis  because 
Town  financial  software  does  not  have  a 
function  that  can  provide  these  reports. 
The  Board  discussed  including  funds  for 
a  new  financial  software  program  in  the 
fiscal  year  2012  budget.  It  was  also  noted 
that  the  Town  should  consider  establish- 
ing an  account  to  set  aside  monies  for 
future  unfunded  liabilities. 

The  Board  discussed  highway 
equipment.  The  current  town  grader 
will  need  to  be  replaced  in  the  next  few 
years.  Administrator  Kellogg  suggested 
that  the  Town  consider  renting  a  grader 
for  the  big  job  of  grading  the  dirt  roads 
each  spring  and  using  the  current  grader 
during  the  rest  of  the  year.  This  would  be 
substantially  less  expensive  than  purchas- 
ing a  new  grader.  The  Board  also  dis- 
cussed subcontracting  roadside  mowing 
to  the  Town  of  Great  Barrington  since 
our  existing  mower  is  constantly  breaking 
down.  Selectman  Wood  suggested  trying 
the  rental  and  the  mowing  as  discussed 
for  one  year. 

Several  towns — Great  Barrington, 
Sheffield,  Alford  and  Egremont — met 
to  discuss  regionalization  of  fire  safety 
services.  West  Stockbridge  was  invited 
but  did  not  attend. 

The  Board  voted  to  send  a  letter 
drafted  by  Selectman  Wood  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  rate  increase  requested  by  the 
Western  Massachusetts  Electric  Com- 
pany. Her  concern  is  that  National  Grid's 
rates  will  increase  if  the  other  company's 
request  is  successful. 

Selectman  Wood  gave  each  Board 
member  a  draft  copy  of  a  revised  person- 
nel policy  to  review. 

The  Board  voted  to  set  a  monthly 


Some  Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings 

are  aired  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel 

1 6.  Check  schedule  for  times. 


fee  of  $25  to  reimburse  the  Highway 
Superintendent  for  increased  usage  of  his 
personal  cell  phone  for  Town  work. 

Administrator  Kellogg  will  contact 
Town  Counsel  to  discuss  faxing  docu- 
ments for  the  public.  There  was  discus- 
sion about  a  dedication  of  the  canoe 
launch  on  the  Covered  Bridge  property. 
It  was  the  consensus  of  the  Board  that 
the  switch  plate  and  outlet  covers  for  the 
Senior  Center  should  be  ivory. 

Sept*  7  regular  meeting 
The  Board  voted  to  appoint  Justin 
Biasin  and  David  Monyahan  as  Reserve 
Intermittent  Police  Officers  as  per  Chief 
McGarry's  request. 

David  West,  resident  and  member  of 
the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals,  presented 
a  letter  to  each  Board  member  express- 
ing concerns  about  the  Zoning  Board  of 
Appeals.  He  said  there  is  not  a  conten- 
tious dispute  between  the  Zoning  Board 
of  Appeals,  Planning  Board  and  the 
Building  Inspector  concerning  the  appli- 
cation of  Sheffield  Water  Company  for 
the  installation  of  a  water  storage  tank. 
West  stated  that  there  were  three  issues 
that  he  felt  the  Board  should  address:  1. 
Increase  the  number  of  alternate  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals  members  from  one  to 
three;  2.  Change  some  by-law  wording; 
and  3.  Create  a  procedural  process  for 
applicants.  Chairman  Hannum  said  the 
Board  would  take  the  letter  and  sugges- 
tions under  advisement. 

Selectman  Wood  gave  an  update  on 
the  progress  of  Wired  West.  The  Board 
voted  to  support  the  Municipal  Lighting 
Plant/Public  Coop  model  as  a  way  to 
structure  the  project,  with  the  Enabling 
Legislation  model  as  a  second  choice. 

Jim  Miller  and  Tammy  Blackwell 
were  present  to  discuss  restoration  work 
in  the  Town-owned  cemeteries.  They 
have  received  estimates  and  raised  the 
necessary  funds  to  repair  several  stones. 
However,  there  is  one  stone,  quite  tall 
and  in  danger  of  toppling,  that  they 
believe  is  a  hazard.  The  estimated  cost 
of  this  repair  would  be  $500,  which  they 
requested  the  Town  pay.  The  Board  will 
be  notified  when  the  repairs  are  sched- 
uled so  they  can  fund  the  repair.  Miller 


and  Blackwell  also  requested  that  a  Cem-      Sept.  20  working  meeting 

etery  Commission  be  established  and  to        The  Board  discussed  the  Transfer 

include  an  annual  budget  to  maintain  the      Station.  Topics  included  a  report  of  the 

Town-owned  cemeteries.  Administrator 

Kellogg  will  get  information  on  establish 


ing  a  commission  and  the  topic  will  be 
discussed  at  a  later  date. 

Administrator  Kellogg  said  that 
winter  road  sand  has  been  put  out  for 


number  of  Transfer  Station  stickers 
sold,  fees,  and  the  number  of  households 
that  have  not  yet  responded  to  bill- 
ing letters.  Not  everyone  is  using  the 
Kiwanis  barrels  for  returnable  contain- 
ers. The  Board  decided  to  have  a  sign 


bid.  The  Town  is  jointly  bidding  with  the      created  and  a  one-page  letter  contain- 


Town  of  Great  Barrington  to  get  a  lower 
rate.  Proposals  are  due  on  October  5. 

Sept.  8  working  meeting 

The  Board  discussed  town  boards  and 
committees  and  decided  to  hold  at  least 
two  "All  Boards  Meet- 
ings." The  first  will 
be  on  Oct.  18  for  the 
land-use  boards:  the 
Board  of  Health,  Zon- 
ing Board  of  Appeals, 
Planning  Board,  Con- 
servation Commission, 
Building  Inspector  and 
Assessors.  A  meeting 
for  other  boards  and 
committees  will  be  held 
at  a  later  date.  Topics 
will  include  the  Open 
Meeting  Law,  attendance,  ethics,  member 
interaction,  review  of  laws  and  use  of 
counsel. 

The  Board  asked  that  Administra- 
tor Kellogg  be  available  for  advice  to  the 
Boards  and  Committees,  if  requested. 

Chairman  Hannum  will  contact  the 
Senior  Center  Director  to  discuss  a  job 
description  for  the  Director. 

The  Board  discussed  the  Dept.  of 
Conservation  and  Recreation's  survey 
aimed  to  get  community  input  on  how 
the  department  manages  forest  land. 

The  Board  decided  that  Selectman 
Wood  and  Board  of  Health  member 
Priscilla  Cote  would  attend  training  ses- 
sions and  webinars. 

The  Board  started  a  discussion  on 
installing  a  single  ladder  sign  for  the  Vil- 
lage Green  to  accommodate  sign  requests 


TRASH  TIP 
FROM  TOWN  HALL 

Thanks  to  changes  in  technol- 
ogy, screw  caps  for  plastic  bot- 
tles and  jars  are  now  allowed 
in  the  recycling  container  at 
the  transfer  station. The  caps 
must  be  attached  to  the  bottle 
or  jar,  not  loose.  Flip-off  caps 
are  still  not  accepted. 


ing  trash  tips  to  be  handed  out  at  the 
Station.  It  was  suggested  that  the  Town 
hold  a  recycling  information  session  for 
residents.  Creating  a  recycling  monitor 
and  providing  a  roll-off  box  for  house- 
hold demolition  debris  was  discussed. 

Administrator  Kellogg 
will  research  the 
effectiveness  of  pro- 
viding such  a  box  for 
residents.  The  Board 
decided  that  Transfer 
Station  employees 
should  wear  appropri- 
ate long  pants,  socks, 
shoes  and  shirts  at  all 
times.  Administrator 
Kellogg  will  research 
ordering  shirts  for 
the  employees.  And 
lastly,  the  Board  authorized  consultant 
Eric  Weiss  to  provide  design  services  to 
improve  Transfer  Station  operations, 
with  a  preliminary  design  at  the  rate  of 
$45  an  hour,  not  to  exceed  $1,600. 

Administrator  Kellogg,  Fire  Chief 
Rick  Boardman,  Police  Chief  McGarry, 
and  the  Board  will  attend  a  meeting 
on  Sept.  23.  at  the  Great  Barrington 
Firehouse  to  discuss  regional  fire  depart- 
ment cooperation. 

Administrator  Kellogg  noted  that 
Valley  View  Rd.  and  a  small  portion 
of  Polikoff  Rd.  will  be  reclaimed  on 
Wednesday.  ["Reclaiming"  means  grinding 
up  the  existing  asphalt  and  mixing  it  with 
gravel  to  make  a  new  base  for  paving.]  Next 
week,  both  roads  will  then  be  entirely 
paved  with  oil  and  stone. 

Kellogg  noted  that  a  brush  clipper 
from  all  groups  rather  than  have  multiple      approved  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
signs.  Further  discussion  on  this  will  take     in  2009  will  finally  be  ordered  at  a  cost  of 
place  at  the  next  working  session  along  $30,000.  The  new  tanker  truck  for  the  Fire 

with  Transfer  Station  procedural  issues.  Continued  on  page.  14 
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MINUTES,  continued  from  page  13 


Dept.  is  in  Foxboro  and  rigging  is  almost 
complete.  [See  page  9.  J  Administrator 
Kellogg  also  noted  that  he  hopes  work  on 
the  porch  over  the  back  entrance  of  Town 
Hall  will  begin  within  the  next  month. 

The  Board  discussed  personnel  mat- 
ters. It  voted  to  approve  the  creation  of 
a  sick-leave  bank  to  allow  employees  to 
donate  sick  leave  to  a  co-worker.  It  dis- 
cussed the  contract  for  police  officers  and 
creating  an  appreciation  day  for  employees. 

The  Board  discussed  setting  a  policy 
for  web  site  content  for  each  department, 
board  or  committee.  It  was  also  noted 
that  many  boards  and  committees  are 
looking  for  storage  space,  file  space  and 
workspace.  That  prompted  a  discussion 
of  space  and  office  security. 

The  interior  colors  and  roof  shingles 
for  the  Senior  Center  were  discussed. 

Sept.  27  working  meeting 
The  Board  voted  not  to  seek  Green  Com- 
munity Designation  because  the  Energy 
Stretch  Code,  the  adoption  of  which 
is  one  of  the  requirements  for  Green 
Communities  Act  designation,  was  not 
supported  by  the  Town  Building  Inspec- 
tor, Thomas  Carmody.  Carmody  noted 
that  the  Center  for  Ecological  Technology 
sent  fact  sheets  on  the  code  to  all  build- 
ing officials,  asking  that  they  be  handed 
out  to  builders.  He  chose  not  to  comply 
with  the  request  because  he  thinks  the 
sheet  contains  inaccuracies  and  encour- 
ages the  hiring  of  CET  to  do  the  testing. 
Carmody  estimates  that  the  code  would 
add  $12,000  to  $18,000  to  the  cost  of  a 


new  single-family  home,  so  the  payback 
in  energy  savings  would  not  be  realized 
for  many  years.  He  thinks  that  the  code 
would  discourage  and  restrict  growth  in 
town.  Selectman  Wood  will  advise  the 
Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Commis- 
sion of  the  Board's  vote. 

The  Board  voted  to  send  a  letter  of 
thanks  to  DeVries  Building  Supply  for  its 
support  in  the  annual  code  review  confer- 
ences that  are  held  jointly  with  Building 
Inspector  Carmody. 

There  was  discussion  regarding  taper- 
ing the  septic  mound  at  the  American 
Legion.  The  Board  decided  to  leave  it  as  is 
for  winter  and  revisit  the  issue  in  spring. 

Grace  Campbell,  Chair  of  the  Council 
of  Aging,  was  present  to  discuss  interior 
colors  for  the  Senior  Center.  It  was  the 
consensus  of  the  Board  that  Navaho 
White  or  Lily  would  be  the  color  for  all 
the  interior  walls.  The  Board  has  asked 
that  the  Color  Committee  choose  a  color 
for  trim  and  doors  to  match.  Discussion 
ensued  regarding  the  floors. 

Sept.  27  regular  meeting 
Chairman  Hannum  opened  a  public 
hearing  at  the  request  of  Verizon  for 
three  utility  poles  to  be  installed  on 
Hulett  Hill  Rd  to  accommodate  a  new 
home  that  is  being  constructed  there. 
There  was  discussion  on  the  placement  of 
the  poles.  The  Board  voted  to  approve  the 
installation. 

Marjorie  Cohan,  president  of  Berk- 
shire Bike  Path,  was  present  to  discuss 
the  Berkshire  Bike  Path  and  a  touring 
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map  for  cyclists.  Cohan  asked  the  Board 
to  consider  joining  the  effort  to  create  a 
South  Berkshire  County  touring  map  for 
cyclists.  She  asked  the  Town  to  contribute 
$200  toward  the  map  and  to  create  a  map 
route  for  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  The 
Board  voted  to  create  a  task  force  to  work 
on  the  map  and  to  form  a  permanent  Bike 
Path  Committee.  Selectman  Wood  moved 
to  seek  members  to  serve  on  the  Task 
Force.  The  Board  wondered  whether  this 
project  would  qualify  for  funding  from 
the  Sheffield  Cultural  Council.  Selectman 
Wood  will  investigate. 

Jim  Rintoul  was  present  to  discuss 
the  Emergency  Management  Services 
Zone  plan  for  Sheffield.  Administrator 
Kellogg  and  Chief  McGarry  have  found 
that  the  proposed  regional  plan  for  South 
Berkshire  county  was  not  specific  to  Shef- 
field, and  they  have  recommended  that 
the  Town  prepare  its  own  plan.  Assistant 
Administrator  Rhonda  LaBombard  has 
created  a  draft  plan,  approved  by  Admin- 
istrator Kellogg  and  Chief  McGarry, 
for  the  Board's  consideration.  It  was  the 
consensus  of  the  Board  to  review  the 
draft  and  continue  the  discussion  at  the 
next  meeting. 

The  Board  voted  to  sign  a  48 -month 
contract  with  Constellation  New  Energy 
for  electricity  for  town  buildings,  at  $.084 
per  kilowatt  hour,  effective  in  December 
at  the  expiration  of  the  current  contract. 
The  company  was  the  low  bidder  of  three 
bids  offered.  The  current  contract  is  with 
the  same  company  at  $.11  per  kilowatt 
hour,  but  prices  have  dropped  this  year 
due  to  the  poor  economy. 

The  Board  voted  to  approve  Admin- 
istrator Kellogg's  recommendation  to 
provide  two  paid  days  off  this  year — Nov. 
24  (the  day  before  Thanksgiving)  and 
Dec.  30  (the  day  before  the  New  Year 
holiday) — as  a  gesture  of  appreciation 
to  those  regular  employees  who  did  not 
receive  a  pay  increase  in  fiscal  year  2010. 
Town  Hall  will  be  closed  on  those  days, 
which  are  generally  slow  anyway.  Admin- 
istrator Kellogg  noted  that  the  year  ended 
in  the  black  and  credited  this  positive 
result  to  careful  spending  and  hard  work 
by  employees  who  maintained  the  same 
level  of  services  with  fewer  resources. 
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TRANSFER  STATION  HOURS 

Tues.  &  Fri.:  I  pm-4pm;  Sat.:  8am-4pm; 
Sun.:8:30am-2pm 


The  only  town  employees  that  did  receive 
raises  in  fiscal  year  2010  were  the  High- 
way Dept.  union  workers. 

Administrator  Kellogg  noted  that  on 
Sept.  30  a  new  State  law  becomes  effec- 
tive that  prohibits  texting  and  emailing 
while  driving  for  all  drivers  and  prohibits 
any  electronic  usage  while  driving  for  all 
junior  operators  under  the  age  of  18. 

The  Board  voted  to  send  a  letter  to 
the  Council  on  Aging,  requesting  that 
a  list  of  essential  furnishings  for  the 
Senior  Center  be  submitted  by  Oct.  22. 
It  discussed  the  Friends  of  the  Senior 
Center  and  its  role  in  providing  the  funds 
to  purchase  the  items  from  the  Council 
on  Aging  list.  The  Board  will  review  the 
list,  and  after  it  has  approved,  it  will  be 
shared  with  the  Friends  to  decide  which 
items  they  are  willing  to  buy. 

Selectman  Wood  stated  the  Sheffield 
in  Celebration  was  a  wonderful  event  and 
thanked  everyone  that  worked  hard  to 
make  it  successful.  She  also  thanked  Police 
Officer  Eric  Munson  for  coordinating  the 
Rx  Roundup  on  Saturday  at  the  Town 
Hall,  which  provided  a  safe  option  for  dis- 
posal of  outdated  or  unused  medications. 
It  collected  13.2  pounds  of  medication. 

Selectman  Hannum  congratulated 
Nancy  Hahn,  Library  Director,  on  host- 
ing an  open  house  for  the  new  Massa- 
chusetts Library  System.  Hannum  noted 
that  she  attended  the  recent  kick-off  for 
the  Mt,  Everett  Regional  School  District 
accreditation  process.  She  also  attended 
a  Southern  Berkshire  Chamber  event 
honoring  the  Ward  family  for  its  business 
accomplishments  and  commended  them 
on  their  hard  work. 

Trudy  Miller,  chair  of  the  Sheffield 
Cultural  Council,  was  present  to  discuss  a 
community  input  survey  on  which  events 
the  Cultural  Council  should  support.  The 
survey  will  be  available  at  the  Library, 
Senior  Center,  School  District  and  Town 
Hall.  Miller  has  requested  that  an  active 
PDF  be  placed  on  the  Town  website;  she 
will  provide  the  PDF  form  for  placement. 
The  survey  deadline  is  the  end  of  October. 

The  Board  entered  into  Executive 
Session  to  discuss  litigation  strategy,  col- 
lective bargaining  and  non-union  person- 
nel negotiations. 


The  new  Senior  Center  on  Cook  Rd.,  behind  the  American  Legion  Hall  on  Route  7.  The 
construction  is  making  progress,  but  not  as  quickly  as  hoped. 


SENIOR  CENTER  NEWS 

Work  continues  on  the  new  Senior  Cen- 
ter. It  had  been  hoped  the  center  could 
be  used  by  the  end  of  the  year,  but  things 
never  go  that  smoothly. 

"The  expected  occupancy  date  will 
likely  be  pushed  back  to  sometime 
in  late  January,"  said  Joe  Kellogg,  the 
Town  Administrator  and  manager  of 
the  project. 

Meanwhile,  efforts  continue  on  raising 
money  to  furnish  the  building.  During 
the  time  lag  between  when  the  project 
was  originally  costed  out  and  when 
federal  stimulus  money  made  it  possible, 
construction  costs  rose  enough  that  only 
minimal  cabinetry  will  be  funded  as  part 
of  the  project.  The  rest  will  have  to  be 
provided  for  by  the  community. 

To  that  end,  the  Friends  of  the 
Senior  Center  have  been  organizing 
events  to  raise  money.  A  benefit  tag  sale 
held  on  Sept.  17  was  very  successful,  and 
it  raised  some  $800  that  will  go  toward 
equipment  and  furnishings. 

"I  was  overwhelmed  by  the  support 
shown,"  said  Pauline  Schumann,  presi- 
dent of  the  Friends.  "I  could  not  believe 
the  number  of  people  who  brought  items 
to  be  sold,  some  by  the  truck  load,  others 
a  few  precious  pieces,  from  Sheffield,  Mill 
River,  Ashley  Falls,  and  Clayton,  Then 
on  the  day  of  the  sale,  100  of  them  came 


back  and  bought  the  items  their  neigh- 
bors had  brought  in  the  day  before!" 

The  many  volunteers  were  kept  busy 
all  day.  "What  a  wonderful  feeling  to  see 
so  many  people  become  involved  with  the 
Friends  of  the  Sheffield  Senior  Center," 
said  Pauline. 

Helping  out  in  the  fundraising,  the 
Kiwanis  will  be  hosting  a  Harvest  Brunch 
on  Sun.,  Nov.  14.  See  page  19. 

Upcoming  programs 

Veterans  Day  lunch.  There  will  be  a 
potluck  lunch  at  noon  on  Thurs.,  Nov.  1 1, 
at  Dewey  Hall,  with  a  visit  from  "Ernest 
Hemingway."  Just  bring  a  dish  to  share! 
Note  because  it's  a  holiday,  there  is  no 
Meals  on  Wheels  delivery  that  day. 

Free  movies.  The  November  movies 
are  free  at  11:30  on  Tuesdays  at  Dewey 
Hall.  Nov.  9:  "The  Straight  Story."  Nov. 
16: "Cocoon."  Nov.  23:  "Marty."  Nov. 
30:  "The  Rocketeer."  There  are  also  free 
movies  at  noon  on  Mondays  at  the  Claire 
Teague  Center  in  Great  Barrington. 

Mohegan  Sun.  Another  trip  is  being 
planned  for  Dec.  6.  The  bus  will  leave 
Sheffield  Town  Hall  at  8am  and  return 
around  6pm.  Cost  is  $30  per  person, 
which  includes  $15  to  play  with  and 
$15  food  credit.  Reserve  your  seat  by 
Nov.  15. 
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TOWN  CLERK  NEWS 

Hunting  and  fishing.  Hunting  season  has  begun  (see  box 
below).  Hunting  and  fishing  licenses  for  2010  are  available,  as 
well  as  archery,  waterfowl  and  primitive  arms  stamps.  Provide 
a  previous  year's  license  or  a  copy  of  a  hunter  safety  certificate 

to  obtain  a  license. 


DEER  SEASON 

Deer  season  for  archery  this  year 
runs  from  Oct.  1 8  to  Nov.  27. 
Shotgun  season  is  Nov.  29  to  Dec. 
I  I, and  primitive  firearms  season 
is  Dec.  1 3  to  3 1 . 

Sheffield  requires  written 
permission  to  hunt  on  private  or 
town-owned  property.There  is  no 
hunting  on  Sunday.  Hunting  hours 
are  from  one-half  hour  before 
sunrise  to  one-half  hour  after 
sunset.  Hunting  is  not  permitted 
within  500  feet  of  any  dwelling 
or  building  except  as  authorized 
by  the  owner  or  occupant,  nor 
within  1 50  feet  of  any  state  or 
hard-surfaced  highway. 


Licenses  for  2011 
should  be  available  the 
third  week  of  Decem- 
ber. They  make  great 
holiday  gifts. 

For  further  informa- 
tion, follow  the  links  on 
the  town  website  under 
"Town  Clerk"  and 
"Hunting  Information 
for  Sheffield"  to  the 
Massachusetts  Dept. 
of  Fisheries  &  Wild- 
life's website  at  www. 
mass.gov/masswildlife. 
Sheffield  is  located  in 
wildlife  management 
zone  3. 


Dog  licensing. 

Please  remember  that 
if  you  have  a  dog  six 
months  of  age  or  older 
and  you  reside  in  Shef- 
field a  minimum  of  30 
days  of  the  year,  you  are  required  to  license  the  dog.  Licensing 
takes  places  each  year  from  March  1  to  May  1.  Fees  are  $5  for 
spayed/neutered  dogs,  $10  for  intact  dogs.  There's  a  fine  of  $25 
per  dog  after  May  1.  If  you  acquire  a  new  dog,  it  can  be  licensed 
anytime  of  year  at  the  regular  rate.  For  further  information,  call 
the  Town  Clerk. 

Attention  business  owners!  If  you  hold  a  trade-name 
certificate  (d.b.a.),  be  sure  it's  still  current.  Certificates  are  valid 
for  four  years  from  the  application  date.  Check  yours  to  see  if 
you  are  due  for  renewal. 


TAX  COLLECTOR 

Preliminary  quarterly  real-estate  and  personal  property 
tax  bills  have  been  mailed  out  and  were  due  on  Nov.  I. The 
actual  tax  bills  will  be  mailed  in  mid-December,  due  on  Feb. 


Berkshire  Styles 

Salon 

534  South  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413.229.6654 

Berkshirestyles.com 

Annie  Juhlin 
owner/stylist 

Hair  t^Tanning 
Waxing <A? Ear  Piercing 

Seniors  save  20%  on  Mondays! 

Hours:  Sunday  1-5,  Monday  (senior  day)  9-3, 
Thursday  10-6,  Friday  9-5,  Sat  9-3 


HOUSING  COMMISSION 

Sheffield's  Housing  Commission 
was  formed  in  recent  years  to  expand 
housing  opportunities  for  people  of  all 
ages  and  income  levels  while  preserving 
Sheffield's  small  town  atmosphere  and 
rural  character.  After  reviewing  potential 
projects  this  summer,  the  Commission 
has  decided  that  looking  for  ways  to 
encourage  additional  housing  in  existing 
homes  was  a  good  way  to  start  on  work 
toward  that  goal.  So-called  accessory 
apartments,  also  known  as  in-law  apart- 
ments, are  self-contained  units  in  exist- 
ing housing  or  sometimes  in  a  separate 
structure.  Some  already  exist  in  town. 

The  Berkshire  Taconic  Community 
Foundation,  now  based  on  Route  7 
in  Sheffield,  has  created  an  accessory- 
apartment  program  in  northwestern 
Connecticut.  Berkshire  Taconic  secured 
a  small  grant  to  extend  its  consulting 
services  to  Sheffield  and  has  joined  in 
partnership  with  the  Commission. 

Working  with  a  tri-state  collabora- 
tive, HousingUs,  Berkshire  Taconic  has 
developed  a  step-by-step  guidebook 
for  homeowners  to  create  an  acces- 
sory apartment.  Such  apartments  can 


have  many  benefits.  They  can  provide 
homeowners  with  rental  income, 
add  value  to  the  home  and  perhaps 
provide  tax  breaks.  They  can  allow  a 
homeowner  to  give  the  main  house  to 
children  or  grandchildren.  They  can 
provide  additional  security  for  seniors 
and  those  who  travel  frequently.  And 
they  can  give  young  teachers,  police, 
healthcare  workers  and  others  who 
need  more  affordable  housing  a  place  to 
live  in  Sheffield. 

The  guidebook  is  available  by 
contacting  Jocelyn  Ayers  at  Berkshire 
Taconic  Community  Foundation,  joc- 
elyn@housingus.org  or  by  calling  229- 
0370  ext.  105.  Additional  information  is 
available  from  members  of  the  Housing 
Commission:  Michael  Citrin,  chair- 
man, Paul  O'Brien,  secretary,  Christine 
Ludwiszewski,John  Stookey,  Marilyn 
Wightman,  and  active  alternates,  Kathy 
Orlando  and  Glen  Devoti. 

Currently,  Commission  members 
are  interviewing  major  employers  in 
Sheffield  to  get  input  on  the  housing 
needs  of  their  workers. 

— Marilyn  Wightman 


PLANNING  BOARD  NEWS 


Sheffield  Water  Co.  application  for 
new  water  tank 

On  Aug.  26,  the  Planning  Board  held 
a  public  hearing  on  the  Special  Permit 
Application  from  the  Sheffield  Water  Co. 
to  install  a  250,000-gallon  water  tank  on 
property  off  Water  Farm  Rd. 

The  following  information  was  pre- 
sented by  the  applicant  for  the  Board's 
consideration  and  is  not  necessarily  fact 
but  rather  the  view  of  the  applicant. 

The  Sheffield  Water  Co.  stated 
that  the  proposed  water  tank  meets  all 
requirements  of  the  Sheffield  Bylaws 
except  for  its  height.  The  company  had 
applied  for  a  variance  to  the  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals  and  that  determination 
was  still  pending. 

The  company  said  it  provides  30,000 
gallons  of  water  per  day  and  that  the 
current  reservoir  does  not  adequately 
serve  health  and  fire  safety  needs,  giving 
Sheffield  only  about  10  minutes  of  fire 
protection.  It  further  stated  that  the  new 
tank  will  allow  45  to  60  minutes  of  fire 
fighting.  Coliform  bacteria  were  discovered 
in  the  water  last  spring.  The  Company 
stated  that  if  one  more  test  comes  back 
positive,  it  will  be  required  by  the  state  to 
chlorinate  the  water  on  a  permanent  basis. 
The  system  has  to  be  updated  to  prevent 
recurrence  of  such  bacteria. 

The  company  said  a  site  for  a  new 
tank  was  chosen  so  it  will  provide 
adequate  pressure  and  volume.  The 
location  is  in  a  remote  area  of  town  well 
screened  from  all  neighboring  properties, 
and  the  tank  will  be  painted  a  dark  green 
color.  It  would  not  be  readily  visible. 

The  company  stated  that  if  one  pump 
breaks  down  right  now,  the  company 
would  be  out  of  water  in  12  hours. 
Because  of  lack  of  storage,  the  company 
is  losing  80,000  gallons  of  water  every 
day  in  overflow.  It  said  this  project  would 
have  a  positive  fiscal  impact,  not  drain 
town  services  and  increase  the  town's  tax 
base  and  employment.  Businesses  like 
Custom  Extrusion  and  Balsam  Hill  Farm 
would  get  adequate  water,  which  they  are 
not  getting  now. 

The  company  was  approved  by  the 
state  for  a  low  interest  loan  that  would 
reduce  the  rate  increase  required  to  pay  for 


this  and  other  work.  The  paperwork  for 
the  loan  had  to  be  submitted  by  Sept.  10. 

The  Planning  Board  read  the  decision 
by  the  town's  Building  Inspector,  Tom 
Carmody,  saying  that  he  finds  the  appli- 
cant is  applying  for  permits  involving  one 
lot,  not  two.  Carmody  states  that  there  is 
no  record  of  a  Form  A  separating  these 
lots  and  his  decision  requires  the  Shef- 
field Water  Co.  to  "seek  relief  from  the 
Zoning  Board  of  Appeals"  as  opposed  to 
the  Planning  Board.  The  Planning  Board 
decided  to  review  the  matter  in  addition 
to  the  ZBA. 

No  one  spoke  against  the  application. 

On  Aug.  31,  the  Planning  Board  held 
a  special  meeting  to  deliberate  on  the 
application.  The  Board  vote  4-0  to  grant 
the  Special  Permit  Application  of  the 
Sheffield  Water  Co.  as  a  public  utility 
facility,  as  documented  in  the  special 
permit  application. 

On  Sept.  23,  the  Planning  Board 
received  a  complaint  filed  with  the  Supe- 
rior Court  against  the  Planning  Board  by 
an  attorney  for  Paul  Greene,  who  resides 
at  74  Water  Farm  Rd.,  and  owns  18  acres 
adjacent  to  the  Sheffield  Water  Co.'s  prop- 
erty. He  is  appealing  the  decisions  of  the 
Planning  Board  and  the  ZBA.  [On  Sept. 
15,  the  ZBA  voted  5  to  0  to  grant  a  Special 
Permit  to  allow  the  installation  of  the  tank.] 

The  Board  examined  the  complaint, 
which  cites  the  Planning  Board  as  finding 
that  "lot  28  was  not  legally  established." 
Board  members  stated  that  that  citation 
is  incorrect  and  that  they  had  made  their 
decision  with  the  information  presented 
to  them,  which  showed  both  lots  28  and 
30  as  distinct  and  valid. 

Application  to  manufacture  ukuleles 

On  Sept.  9,  the  Board  conducted  a  public 
hearing  on  the  Special  Permit  Applica- 
tion of  The  Magic  Fluke  Co.  LLC  for 
light  manufacturing  of  ukuleles.  [See  story 
on  page  20.]  Phyllis  Webb,  one  of  the 
owners,  explained  the  business  of  making 
ukuleles.  Dale  Webb,  the  other  owner, 
stated  that  there  would  be  no  storage 
outside  and  explained  the  property  plan. 
He  said  that  the  business  will  occupy  the 
entire  space  and  that  they  would  develop 
the  retail  space  over  the  next  few  years. 


He  stated  that  there  will  be  14  parking 
spaces. 

Dale  Webb  said  that  their  current 
five  part-time  employees  may  grow  to  6 
or  7  employees,  with  one  of  them  giving 
music  lessons.  He  said  that  UPS  will 
pick  up  once  a  day.  They  expect  to  have 
1  to  2  customers  a  week.  He  explained 
that  trash  will  be  minimal.  Almost 
everything  that  is  delivered  to  the  busi- 
ness is  used  as  received. 

The  Planning  Board  voted  5-0  to 
grant  the  application. 

Form  A  applications 

On  Oct.  14,  two  Form  A  (approval  not 
required  for  subdivision)  applications 
were  submitted.  Chapnick  Realty  Trust 
applied  to  divide  its  property  at  420 
South  Undermountain  Rd.  into  two 
parcels.  The  Boardman  family  applied  to 
divide  its  property  on  Hewins  St.  for  the 
benefit  of  John  and  Judy  Ullrich. 

— Nadia  Milleron, 
Planning  Board  Secretary 


Campo  de5  Fiori 

Uncommon  Home  &  Garden 


signature  mossed  teiTa  cotta  planters 

aged  stone  &  iron  garden  elements 

botanical  booh  &  gifts 


shop  and  garden  open  daily  10  -5 

1815  N.  Main  St.,  Rte.  7  Sheffield,:MA 
413-528-1857 
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CULTURAL  COUNCIL  NEWS 


The  Sheffield  Cultural  Council  needs 
your  help!  We  are  doing  a  survey  to  collect 
opinions  from  the  community  to  help  us 
set  our  funding  priorities  for  the  next  three 
years.  You  can  find  copies  of  the  survey  in 
the  Library  foyer  and  at  Town  Hall. 

The  Cultural  Council,  comprised  of 
members  of  the  Sheffield  and  Ashley 
Falls  community,  oversees  money  each 
year  given  by  the  Massachusetts  Cultural 
Council  to  fund  projects  and  activities 
in  our  community  and  our  schools. 
This  year  it  has  been  awarded  $3,870  to 
distribute  to  grant  applicants. 

Individuals  and  organizations  may 
apply  once  a  year.  The  postmark  due  date 


for  the  coming  fiscal  year  was  Oct.  15. 
Typically  the  Cultural  Council  receives 
between  25  and  35  applications  and 
awards  are  made  to  about  15  or  20  appli- 
cants. Grants  range  from  $50  to  $250, 
although  occasionally  larger  grants  are 
made  for  special  projects  or  events.  The 
council  will  decide  on  the  grants  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Cultural  Council  members  are  Sally 
Cook,  Anne  Dunn,  Marcia  Friedman, 
Jamie  Foster,  Trudy  Miller,  David  Reed 
and  Amber  Spring.  The  goal  of  the 
council:  Helping  to  fund  culture,  history, 
environmental  awareness,  arts  and  the 
humanities  for  our  community. 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

The  Board  of  Health  has  developed 
a  packet  for  all  owners  of  outdoor 
hydronic  heaters,  also  known  as  out- 
door wood-fired  boilers.  It  contains 
a  fact  sheet  from  the  Massachusetts 
Dept  of  Environmental  Protection,  as 
well  as  the  regulations  that  went  into 
effect  in  December  2008  and  were 
adopted  by  the  Sheffield  Board  of 
Health.  Units  sold  since  Dec.  26, 2008, 
must  meet  new  emission  standards, 
while  "grandfathered"  units  (those 
installed  before  then)  must  meet 
smoke-stack  height  and  operating 
limits  that  are  based  on  how  far  away 
the  residence  is. 

Packets  are  in  the  rack  in  the 
entry  to  Town  Hall. You  may  leave  a 
message  at  229-7000  x  1 57  if  you'd 
like  a  packet  mailed  to  you. 


COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITIES 


People  with  a  disability  are  urged  to  file  a  9- 1  - 1  Disability 
Indicator  Form  with  the  Sheffield  Police  Dept.  so  emergency 
personnel  can  respond  appropriately  in  case  there's  an  emer- 
gency. The  form  has  boxes  to  check  off  indicating  if  someone 
in  the  house  is  on  a  life  support  system,  is  mobility  impaired,  is 


blind,  deaf  or  hard  of  hearing,  uses  aTTY,  is  speech  impaired  or 
has  a  cognitive  impairment.AH  information  is  confidential. 

To  obtain  a  form,  call  Officer  Susan  Rathbun  at  229-8522. 
Mail  forms  to  the  Sheffield  Police  Dept.,  PO  Box  186,  Sheffield 
MA  01 257. 


CATERING 

All  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwici 
ioups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottery  *  Beer  *  Wine  *  Groceries 

139  South  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 


Fine  Gardens  •  Stonework  «  Tree  Care 
Plant  Health  Care 


"Our  apple  trees  look  so  much  better 

than  they  did  last  year!" 

~  E.R.,  Stockbridge,  MA 


Now  is  the  Time  to.... 

•  Prune  Fruit  Trees 

•  Inspect  Trees  and  Shrubs  for  Diseases  and  Overwintering  Pests 

•  Identify  and  Remove  Woody  Invasive  Species 

•  Plan  Your  2010  Organic  Lawn  Care  Program 

•  Design  and  Plan  Spring  Landscape  Projects  of  all  sizes! 


413-229-8124 
www.Websterlngersoll.com 
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KIWANIS  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

Food  drive,  Patricia  Hardisty  will  once  again  lead  our  annual 
Can  Walk  on  Sun.,  Nov.7.  Participants  are  asked  to  bring  non- 
perishable  food  items  to  Old  Parish  Church,  the  starting  point 
for  the  3. 5 -mile  trek  that  begins  at  1pm  rain  or  shine.  Contri- 
butions are  later  distributed  to  food  pantries  in  both  Sheffield 
and  Great  Barrington. 

Gas  card  raffle,  David  Smith,  Jr.,  has  initiated  another  gas 
card  raffle.  Tickets  sell  for  $1  each,  or  6  for  $5.  Three  prizes  are 
offered:  $500,  $100  and  $50.  The  drawing  will  take  place  at  the 
regular  Tuesday  meeting  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  at  The  Bridge 
Restaurant  on  Dec.  7. 

Holiday  fund -raising.  John  Gilligan  has  taken  charge  of  the 
club's  annual  gourmet  nuts  sale.  The  delicious  mix  of  nuts  in  this 
three-pound  can  still  sells  for  $20,  a  super  bargain  and  a  great 
house  gift  for  the  holidays.  You  can  get  the  nuts  from  businesses 
in  Sheffield  and  Great  Barrington  or  from  Kiwanis  members. 

Kiwanis  will  again  join  forces  with  the  Berkshire  Record 
and  K-mart  in  the  "Warm  the  Children"  campaign.  Dave 
Johnson  will  obtain  the  names  of  young  people  who  need  new 
winter  clothing  ($80  worth  from  Kmart),  and  Jane  Berger  will 
coordinate  our  member  shoppers.  This  has  been  a  very  success- 
ful endeavor  for  the  past  two  years,  and  we  hope  to  reach  even 
more  children  this  year.  Contributions  go  to  a  special  Kiwanis 
account,  and  our  treasurer  pays  the  final  Kmart  bill. 

Club  members  hope  to  pack  100  shoeboxes  this  season  for 
the  Christmas  Child  drive  that  we  have  been  a  part  of  for  four 
years  now.  Many  churches  and  organizations  offer  these  free 
gifts  to  unfortunate  children  all  over  the  world.  Our  shoeboxes 
in  the  past  have  gone  to  Ghana  in  Africa,  but  representatives 
of  Samaritans  Purse  say  this  year  the  emphasis  will  be  on  the 
earthquake  victims  of  Haiti. 

The  holidays  are  a  busy  time  for  Kiwanis  members.  We  will 
be  involved  in  the  Adopt-a-Child  program,  a  Berkshire  County 
program  that  provides  holiday  gifts  to  children  who  otherwise 
would  go  without.  We  also  deliver  turkeys  and  vegetables  to  the 
local  food  pantries  in  Sheffield  and  Great  Barrington  both  for 
Thanksgiving  and  at  Christmas  time. 

Thanks.  Kiwanis  offers  many  thanks  to  all  the  contributors 
in  our  annual  Radiothon  drive  last  month.  Without  the  very 
generous  support  of  such  community  donors,  we  could  not 


offer  many  of  the  programs  in  our  yearly  schedule. 

New  officers  and  awards.  On  Oct.  19,  the  club  held  its 
installation  banquet  at  The  Bridge  Restaurant.  New  leaders  for 
the  2010-2011  are  David  Smith,  Jr.,  president;  Dennis  Hankey, 
president-elect;  Jo  Ann  Shmulsky,  vice  president;  Cathy  Finkle, 
secretary;  and  Richard  Goodwin,  treasurer. 

Michael  Ovitt  was  honored  with  our  "Citizen  of  the  Year" 
award.  He  received  a  plaque  and  will  have  a  Kiwanis  scholar- 
ship given  in  his  name  next  June.  Joseph  Todd  was  chosen  as 
our  "Kiwanian  of  the  Year."  — Dick  Goodwin 

HARVEST  BRUNCH  NOV.  14 

Sheffield  Kiwanis  is  holding  a  community  Harvest  Brunch, 
Sunday  Nov.  14,  from  10am  to  1pm  at  the  American  Legion 
Hall  in  Sheffield,  to  raise  money  to  help  furnish  the  new  Shef- 
field Senior  Center. 

The  menu  features  quiches,  scrambled  eggs,  carved  ham, 
homemade  breads  and  fresh  fruit.  For  those  who  like  more 
lunch  items,  there  will  be  homemade  mac  and  cheese,  a  cheese 
platter,  rolls  and  sandwich  trimmings.  Orange  juice,  coffee  and 
tea  will  be  served. 

A  silent  auction  and  50/50  raffle  will  also  be  held.  The  silent 
auction  features  a  variety  of  holiday  items,  gift  certificates,  special 
services  and  even  items  for  next  year's  garden.  Gas  raffle  tickets 
and  Kiwanis  Holiday  Nuts  will  also  be  available  for  purchase. 

Tickets  are  available  at  Sears,  Silk's,  Gulotta's  and  JTC  & 
Son  and  from  Kiwanis  members.  Tickets  are  $10,  with  a  free 
50/50  Raffle  ticket  given  to  each  $10  ticket  holder  at  the  door. 
For  children  4-12,  tickets  are  $5  and  those  under  4  eat  free. 
Those  purchasing  tickets  in  advance  are  also  eligible  for  a  draw- 
ing to  win  gifts  worth  more  than  $50. 

Sheffield  Kiwanis,  with  a  mission  of  changing  the  world  one 
child  and  one  community  at  a  time,  wants  the  Sheffield  Senior 
Center  to  be  ready  for  activities  and  community  use  when  the 
doors  open  in  January  2011.  Without  furnishings,  this  will  be 
difficult  to  do.  There's  no  money  in  the  grant  or  what  the  Town 
appropriated.  Kiwanis  and  the  co-sponsors  and  donors  to  this 
event  hope  you'll  join  us  for  a  wonderful  Harvest  Brunch  to 
support  the  new  Senior  Center.  — Rene  Wood 


Custom  Cabinetry,  Furniture 
and  Remodeling 


Anthony  Giunta,  Jr. 

413.329.5924 

www.ToSaDesign.com 

Sheffield,  Massachusetts 

CT-HIC  0625238  I  MA-HIC  164732 


STD  REFRIGERATION 

Serving  South  County  &  Connecticut  for  Over  25  Years 

SAME  DAY  SERVICE 

Repair  of  Household 
Refrigerators  &  Freezers        ^g 

CALI 413-229-8833 


Senior  Citizen  Discount  •  MA  Lie.  #6214 
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UKULELE  BUSINESS  COMES  TO  TOWN 

Among  the  many  unique  businesses  that 
thrive  in  Sheffield  are  a  world-renowned 
antiquarian  bookseller,  a  canoe  builder 
who  is  also  a  poet,  a  clarinet  repairer,  and 
our  own  Berkshire  Mountain  Distillery. 
This  winter,  we  will  also  have  one  of  the 
world's  very  few  ukulele  makers. 

The  Magic  Fluke  Co.,  owned  by  Dale 
and  Phyllis  Webb,  recently  bought  the 
former  Shiels  Builders  building  at  292 
South  Main  St.,  next  to  Cupboards  and 
Roses  antiques.  The  Webbs,  who  are 
coming  to  Sheffield  from  New  Hartford, 
CT,  are  the  largest  makers  of  ukuleles 
outside  of  China  and  Taiwan. 

Dale  worked  as  an  engineer  for  a  large 
company  and  had  expertise  in  molded 
parts  and  wood.  Phyllis  worked  in  her 
family's  retail  clothing  business.  They 
basically  came  into  the  ukulele  business, 
well,  as  a  fluke. 

Phyllis's  brother  Jim  Beloff,  had 
played  the  guitar  all  his  life  and  fre- 
quently travelled  as  part  of  his  work  for 
Billboard  Magazine.  He  found  it  difficult 
to  take  his  guitar  on  airplanes  and  was 
reluctant  to  put  it  in  checked  luggage. 
One  day,  he  bought  a  ukulele  at  a  flea 
market  and  found  that  not  only  could  he 
play  on  a  four-string  instrument  what  he 
had  always  played  on  a  six-string  guitar, 
he  could  easily  bring  a  ukulele  onto  a 
plane  as  carry-on  luggage. 

Jim  started  writing  ukulele  music  and 
decided  to  publish  a  ukulele  songbook 
with  new  and  newly  arranged  songs.  But 
he  knew  that  in  order  for  people  to  buy 


his  songbook,  they  would  need  to  own 
ukuleles.  That's  where  Dale  came  in. 
Jim  asked  his  brother-in-law  if,  with  his 
knowledge  of  molded  plastic  and  wood, 
he  could  make  ukuleles  that  were  of  good 
quality  and  reasonably  priced.  In  those 
days,  there  were  a  few  luthiers  in  Hawaii 
making  high-end  instruments,  but  most 
were  made  in  China  and  Taiwan  and 
were  of  inferior  quality. 

The  timing  of  his  request  couldn't 
have  been  better.  Dale,  who  had  grown 
tired  of  the  corporate  life,  had  been  let 
go  by  his  company  as  part  of  corporate 
downsizing.  He  decided  it  was  the  ideal 
time  to  try  something  new.  Thus,  in 
January  1999,  the  Magic  Fluke  Co.  was 
created. 

Dale  says  that  being  let  go  by  his 
company  was  "the  best  thing  that  ever 
happened  to  me."  He  made  three  pro- 
totype ukuleles  and  headed  off  to  the 
convention  of  the  National  Association 
of  Music  Merchants  in  Los  Angeles. 
He  and  Phyllis  had  a  Hawaiian-themed 
booth  where  they  displayed  their  newly 
made  instruments — the  only  ukes  at  the 
show.  In  a  few  days  they  had  orders  for 
more  than  300.  As  Phyllis  said, "We  were 
on  our  way!" 

Magic  Fluke  instruments  are  not  the 
usual  hour-glass  guitar  shape.  Flukes  and 
the  smaller  Fleas  have  a  bulbous  body 
with  a  wood  front  and  rounded  plastic 
back,  the  flattened  base  making  it  pos- 
sible to  set  the  uke  down  without  a  stand. 
Prices  range  from  about  $200  to  $400. 


The  company's  first  10,000  ukes 
were  made  in  the  basement  of  their 
home  in  New  Hartford.  More  than 
40,000  were  manufactured  in  a  1,765- 
square-foot  building  in  that  town  that 
they  bought  eight  years  ago.  Despite 
the  recession,  the  company  has  con- 
tinued to  grow,  leading  the  Webbs  to 
buy  the  4,000-square-foot  building  on 
South  Main  St.,  here  in  Sheffield.  They 
hope  to  open  by  December.  Currently, 
they  have  six  employees,  but  they  are 
looking  to  hire  two  to  three  additional 
ones  once  they  move. 

The  ukulele  was  invented  in  1879 
by  three  Portuguese  who  came  to 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  work  in  the 
sugar  cane  fields,  based  on  stringed 
instruments  they  knew  from  their 
native  country.  The  Hawaiians  were 
impressed  not  only  with  the  beautiful 
sounds  of  the  instrument,  but  the  speed 
at  which  these  musicians'  fingers  flew 
on  the  fingerboard.  They  named  the 
instrument  uk  u  le  le,  which  roughly 
translates  to  'jumping  fleas."  Around 
1915,  the  instrument  became  popular 
in  San  Francisco  and  a  Hawaiian  music 
craze  swept  the  United  States. 

A  second  wave  of  popularity  came  in 
the  1950s  when  Arthur  Godfrey  played 
the  uke  on  his  television  program.  A 
third  wave  started  in  the  1990s,  when 
musicians  such  as  Jake  Shimabukuro 
and  Israel  Kamakawiwo'ole  showcased 
the  ukulele  as  a  virtuoso  instrument. 
Phyllis  also  credits  the  publication  of  her 


Down  O'Neil's  Family  Child  Care 


■  l  si  r  Mm '  n  f  Ul 

1701  Hewins  Street 

Ashley  Falls,  MA  01222 

(413)  229-8557 


emnpiwns 


Louis  &  Tammy  Plpa 

Proprietors 


TNL  Auto  Suppiy,  LLC. 

227  Stockbridge  Rd 

Great  Barrington,  Ma.  01230 

413-528-0838 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 
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The  new  home  of  the  Magic  Fluke  Co.  will  be  on  Route  7. 


brother's  songbook  and  the  success  of 
their  instruments. 

Now,  the  Webbs  and  Magic  Fluke 
are  loosely  partnered  with  Jim  and  his 
company,  Fleamarketmusic.com,  which 
markets  his  music  and  the  ukuleles  they 
make.  Their  primary  customers,  however, 
are  music  dealers,  performing  artists  and 
musicians  all  over  world. 

"There  are  quite  a  few  famous  people 
who  own  and  play  our  ukuleles,"  Phyllis 
said.  "Tony  Danza,  William  H.  Macy, 
Leonard  Maltin,  NPR's  Corey  FlintofF, 
Cybil  Shepherd  and  Loudon  Wainwright 
III  all  have  Magic  Fluke  ukes.  And  Bette 
Midler  had  three  specially  designed  for 
her  long-running  Las  Vegas  show.  They 
were  pink  and  white  and  encrusted  with 
Swarovski  crystals." 

The  Webbs  chose  Sheffield  because 
they  wanted  an  area  that  had  a  certain 
ambiance  and  where  they  and  their  three 
sons  could  happily  relocate. 


"We  knew  that  the  Southern  Berk- 
shires  are  a  vibrant  music,  arts  and  the- 
ater community,"  Phyllis  said,  "and  that  it 
would  be  a  perfect  match  for  our  business 
and  lifestyle."  She  and  Dale  saw  the  Shiels 
building  at  the  end  of  February  while 
passing  by  on  their  way  up  Route  7.  Six 
months  later  they  bought  the  building. 
When  they  are  fully  operational,  probably 
sometime  in  2011,  they  will  manufacture 
more  than  4,000  instruments  a  year.  They 
also  plan  to  have  a  small  retail  shop  there 
where  people  can  stop  by,  say  hello  and 
even  buy  a  ukulele. 

Dale  and  Phyllis  are  excited  about 
their  new  location  and  will  be  buying 
a  new  home,  possibly  in  Sheffield,  as 
soon  as  they  sell  their  current  home 
in  New  Hartford.  They  look  forward 
to  meeting  local  business  people  and 
residents  and  becoming  an  active  part 
of  the  Sheffield  community. 

— Judith  Schumer 


NEW  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 
ADMINISTRATOR 

The  Sheffield  Historical  Society  has 
hired  Barbara  Dowling  as  administra- 
tor. She  replaces  Joanna  Jennings,  who 
left  for  a  position  near  Boston. 

Dowling  most  recently  was  His- 
toric Site  Administrator  for  The  Trust- 
ees of  Reservations  in  Stockbridge, 
with  responsibility  for  Trustee  proper- 
ties at  Naumkeag  and  the  Mission 
House  in  Stockbridge  and  the  Ashley 
House  in  Ashley  Falls.  She  played  a  key 
role  in  revamping  the  Ashley  House 
program,  which  brought  statewide 
recognition  and  doubled  visitation. 

Dowling  has  also  worked  at  the 
Kenmore  Plantation  in  Fredericksburg, 
VA  She  holds  an  honors  degree  in 
Historic  Preservation  from  Mary 
Washington  College  in  Fredericksburg 
and  has  studied  at  Barnard  College 
in  New  York  and  the  University  of 
Brussels,  Belgium.  She  is  a  resident 
of  West  Stockbridge  and  a  member 
of  the  West  Stockbridge  Historical 
Society  Board  of  Directors. 


NEW  DIRECTOR  AT 
NATURE  CONSERVANCY 

Leslie  Luchonok  has  joined  The 
Nature  Conservancy  as  the  Geoffrey 
C.  Hughes  Western  Massacusetts 
Program  Director.  He  comes  to  the 
role  after  serving  as  a  consultant  with 
several  nonprofits  and  directing  the 
state's  Dept  of  Conservation  and 
Recreation's  Resource  Management 
Planning  Program.  He  established  and 
managed  Massachusetts' Area  of  Criti- 
cal Environmental  Concern  Program. 
He  will  be  based  in  the  Sheffield  office. 


DOMINICK  &  DOMINICK  LLC 


Pamela  Bloodworth 

Financial  Advisor 
Investments 


150  E.  52™  Street  2125588820 

3RD  floor  800221  2869 

New  York,  NY  10022  212  750  6475  fax 

pbloodworth@dominickanddominick.com 
413  229  3530  by  app't  Fridays 


REVERSE  MORTGAGES 


BIGGER  LENDER  -  FASTER  CLOSINGS  -  SAME  GREAT  SERVICE 


Jessica  Krupski 

Reverse  Mortgage  Consultant 

Senior  Products  Group 

Welis  Fargo  Home  Mortgage 

Serving  Western  Massachusetts  and 

Connecticut  Regions 

888  229-9908  Office 

41 3  329-8399  Cell 

jessica.krupski@wellsfargo.com 
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WATER  COMPANY'S  NEW  TANK  ON  HOLD 


Work  on  the  Sheffield  Water  Co.'s  new 
water  tank  has  been  halted  due  to  a  law- 
suit filed  by  Paul  Green,  an  attorney  who 
lives  at  74  Water  Farm  Rd.  and  owns  18 
acres  next  to  the  company  property  where 
it  planned  the  construction. 

The  complaint  was  filed  in  Supe- 
rior Court  on  Sept.  23,  contesting  the 
approval  of  a  Special  Permit  Applica- 
tion by  the  Sheffield  Planning  Board 
on  Aug.  31.  The  town's  Zoning  Board 
of  Appeals  also  approved  a  Special 
Permit  for  the  tank,  on  Sept.  15.  (See 
also  the  notes  from  the  Planning  Board 
minutes,  page  17.) 

"We  are  disappointed  that  one 
person  has  seen  fit  to  bring  this  action," 
said  Beth  Bartholomew,  president  of 
the  company.  "We  are  confident  that 
the  Water  Company  will  prevail  in  this 
unreasonable  lawsuit  that  seeks  to  set 
aside  two  permits  and  a  variance  granted 
by  unanimous  votes  of  the  Planning  and 


the  Zoning  Boards  in  the  best  interests 
of  their  community.  The  delay  and  cost 
to  the  Water  Company  and  the  Town  to 
address  this  case  will  definitely  adversely 
affect  the  Town  of  Sheffield." 

The  water  company  had  also  planned 
to  upgrade  water  mains  within  its  system, 
which  serves  480  customers  in  the  center 
of  Sheffield.  Work  on  that  will  hopefully 
begin  in  the  spring. 

The  tank  will  not  only  give  the  system 
an  emergency  supply,  it  will  stabilize 
pressure  for  customers  and  increase  water 
pressure  for  fire  hydrants. 

The  cost  of  the  tank  is  nearly  half 
a  million  dollars.  To  pay  for  it  and  the 
other  improvements,  a  rate  increase  of  84 
percent  was  approved  by  the  state  Dept. 
of  Public  Utilities  in  June,  The  company's 
last  increase  had  been  in  2001.  Thanks  to 
a  low-interest  loan,  the  increase  was  lower 
than  originally  estimated.  The  increase  in 
rates  started  to  be  phased  in  on  July  1. 


FRIENDS  OF  SENIOR 

CENTER  HOLD  ANNUAL 

MEETING 

The  Friends  of  the  Sheffield  Senior 
Center  held  its  annual  meeting  on 
Nov.  I. The  organization, formed  to 
support  the  town's  Senior  Center, 
has  been  raising  money  to  equip  and 
furnish  the  new  Senior  Center  (see 
story  on  page  1 5). 

Officers  elected  were:  Pauline  W. 
Schumann,  president;  Kathy  Posey,  I st 
vice-president;  Norma  Molton,  2nd 
vice  president; Tom  Tighe,  treasurer; 
Gail  Tighe,  clerk.  In  addition,  Blanche 
Bennett,  Kathy  Cashiola,  Claudia  Mar- 
tin, Frank  Clark,  Michelle  Harwood, 
Winnie  Veretto  and  George  Olean 
were  elected  to  the  board. 

To  contribute  time  or  money 
to  the  Friends,  contact  the  Sheffield 
Senior  Center  at  229-7022  or  email 
bevrkil9@aol.com. 


American  Made  Pottery 
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From  Fine  to  Folky. 

For  the  Home, 

the  Garden 

and  the  Table 


Clip  This  add 
and  get  20% 
Off  any  non- 
sale  items  at 
the  Sheffield 
Store !!! 


In  the  Berkshires  at  Sheffield  Pottery  

US  Route  7  North  Main  St.  Sheffield  MA  01 257     Open  7  days  Toll  Free:  888.774.2529 
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LAND  TRUST  NEWS 

Art  show  success,  "Images  from  the  Field,"  the  benefit  art  show 
sponsored  by  the  Sheffield  and  Egremont  Land  Trusts  and  the 
Housatonic  Valley  Art  League  over  the  weekend  of  Oct,  16-17, 
raised  more  than  $1,600  for  the  Sheffield-Egremont  Corridor  proj- 
ect. The  show  was  held  at  the  American  Legion  Hall  in  Sheffield. 

Eleven  paintings  were  sold,  for  more  than  $4,000,  with 
the  artists  donating  40  percent  of  the  sales  toward  saving  the 
corridor  lands  and  views,  which  were  the  subject  of  the  paint- 
ings in  the  show.  More  than  100  people  attended  the  reception 
and  awards  ceremony,  and  many  more  saw  the  show  during  the 
weekend.  Judges  were  local  farmers  and  landholders. 

The  contribution  goes  toward  the  $1.2  million  left  to  be 
raised  for  the  current  phase  of  the  land  trusts'  2,000-acre 

JigMJj    Corridor  project.  To  find  out  how  to 
contribute — and  have  your  donation 
'-■m»    matched  by  a  challenge  fund — visit 
|H    the  Sheffield  Land  Trust's  website 

at  www.sheffieldland.org,  email 
H    shefland@bcn.net  or  call  229-0234. 


Ann  Getsinger  won  first  place  in  the 
landscape  division  for  her  oil  painting 
of  Lime  Kiln  Rd.  and  Mt.  Everett. 


Your  ad  could  be  here! 
Call  Tara  White  at  229-7754 

or  email  her  at 
sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 


FREE  ESTIMATES  FOR 

Roofing  •  Tiling  •Decks  •  Porches 
Sheet  Rocking  •  Flooring  •  Additions 

Odd  Jobs 

Herbert  W.  Eichstedt  III 
Jason  W.  Eichstedt 


General  Contractors 

MA  Lie.  #052779 


413-229-2544 

CT  Lie.  #530102 


On  the  Land  Trust's  annual  property  walk,  naturalist  Anna  James, 
second  from  left,  explains  how  to  identify  the  Eastern  white  pine 
(the  needles  come  in  bundles  of  five). 

Property  walk  explores  land  off  Bow  Wow  Rd*  On  Oct.  23, 
more  than  two  dozen  people  gathered  beside  Willard  Brook  to 
explore  some  of  the  meadows  and  forests  on  53  acres  of  conserved 
land  at  the  "corner"  of  Giberson  and  Bow  Wow  Roads.  The  land  is 
owned  by  the  Sheffield  Land  Group,  which  stepped  in  to  protect 
the  land  when  a  developer  was  about  to  buy  the  parcel.  One 
building  site  on  4  acres  was  retained  within  an  envelope  of  woods. 
Anyone  interested  in  purchasing  the  property  can  contact  the  Land 
Trust,  which  will  forward  the  information  to  the  owners. 

Two  houses  that  were  on  the  property  were  moved,  one 
historic  home  to  Egremont,  where  it's  being  restored,  and  the 
other,  modern  house  to  serve  as  farmworkers'  housing  on  the 
Larkin's  dairy  farm  in  Sheffield. 


PRECISION 

AUTOCRAFT  inc. 

HIGH  QUALITY  BODY  REPAIR  &  FINISHING 

Complete  Collision  •  Paint  •  Glass  Services 

Laser  Frame  Measuring 

Computer  Controlled  Estimating  and  Paint  Mixing  Systems 

THOMAS  M.  ANDRUS 

Rt.  7,  1939  No.  Main  St.,  Sheffield  MA  01 257 

(413)  528-1457  1-800-734-1457 

Fax  (413)528-0186  •  precision.auto@roadrunner.com 


CARL  VAN  DEUSEN 

ELECTRICIAN  -  MA  LIC.  #36403E 

HEATING  /AIR  CONDITIONING 

MA  LIC.  #BU024769  /  CT  LIC.  #353948 

OVER  30  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  IN  THE  TRADES 

ZENEX  CENTRAL  VACUUM  SYSTEMS 

AUTHORIZED  DISTRIBUTOR  -  SALES,  SERVICE, 

INSTALLATION 

PHONE:  413-229-8624 
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FROM  THE  COBBLE:  MOHICANS  CONNECT  WITH  BERKSHIRE  HERITAGE 


Strong  attendance  at  last  winter's  arrow- 
head presentation  at  Bartholomew's 
Cobble  let  us  know  that  the  Native 
American  history  of  this  area  is  some- 
thing people  are  really  interested  in.  As 
we  explore  this  heritage,  we  discover  this 
is  not  a  story  that  rests  only  in  the  past. 
It  is  a  story  that  reaches  into  the  future. 

The  Native  Americans  that  we 
know  about  in  this  area  were  Mohicans. 
Their  territory  was  centered  around  the 
Hudson  River  and  ranged  as  far  south 
as  Long  Island  Sound  and  as  far  north 
as  Lake  Champlain.  The  Housatonic 
River  Valley  was  at  the  very  edge  of  their 
lands  but  became  more  important  after 
the  arrival  of  Henry  Hudson  401  years 
ago.  This  was  where  Mohican  leaders 
Umpachene  and  Konkapot  invited  Rev- 
erend John  Sergeant  to  form  a  Mission 
Community  in  what  is  now  Stockbridge, 
which  soon  became  a  center  for  the 
tribe.  Unlike  many  other  tribes,  the 
Stockbridge  Mohicans  cast  their  lot  with 
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the  patriots  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
in  which  many  fought  and  died. 

The  Mission  was  a  short  chapter 
in  the  Mohicans'  long  history,  but  it 
was  significant.  Every  year,  Mohicans 
return  to  Stockbridge  from  their  pres- 
ent day  home  in  Wisconsin. 

A  year  ago,  we  chanced  across 
a  group  of  Mohican  educators  in 
Stockbridge  looking  for  the  Indian 
Burial  Ground  and  the  grave  of  John 
Sergeant,  all  located  on  Main  St. 
just  west  of  Rt.  7.  In  no  time  at  all 
we  found  ourselves  together  in  a  car 
headed  for  the  cemetery  and  Monu- 
ment Mountain,  whose  Mohican  name 
is  Maswasehi,  meaning  a  sacred  place. 

One  of  the  people  in  this  group 
was  Denise  Pommer,  a  descendent  of 
Konkapot.  Now  a  grandmother,  this 
was  her  first  chance  to  be  here.  She 
clearly  appreciated  this  landscape,  so 
different  from  the  flatness  of  their 
reservation  home.  I  felt  honored  to 
be  with  Denise  and  the  others  as  they 
paid  their  respects  to  the  mountain, 
the  graves  and  the  memory  of  Rever- 
end Sergeant.  An  idea  started  to  form 
in  the  back  of  my  mind. 

The  Trustees  of  Reservations  have 
been  leading  Mohican-themed  walks 
and  tours  sharing  stories  of  the  past 
once  a  month  in  Stockbridge.  Because 
of  my  encounter,  we  have  started  to 
include  stories  about  the  present. 
More  stories  emerged  from  the  annual 
Algonquin  Seminar  in  Albany  last 
April,  where  Mohican  tribal  leader 
Kim  Vele  shared  these  words: 

"There  is  power  in  connecting 
to  our  homeland,  walking  the  hills, 
valleys.  We  came  back  and  we  stood  at 
the  banks  of  creeks.  We  can  hear  the 
broken  voices  of  our  ancestors  who 
knew  this  land  from  time  immemo- 
rial... Imagine  being  forced  to  move 
from  a  place  of  thousands  of  years. 
Imagine  leaving  those  sacred  lands  for 
a  place  beyond  your  ability  to  com- 
prehend. And  then  when  you  were  all 
settled  to  do  it  again,  and  again,  and 
again... Many  tribal  members  return 
to  this  place  to  visit  and  are  received 


by  people  we  call  friends.... We  are  after 
all,  the  people  of  the  waters  that  are 
never  still... If  you  listen  carefully,  you 
will  hear  the  strong  beat  of  it  across  the 
wide  distance." 

The  pilgrimages  haven't  been  only 
eastward.  As  the  Cobble  and  other 
Trustee  properties  run  Mohican- 
themed  programs,  we  have  met  Berk- 
shires  residents  who  have  traveled  to 
Wisconsin  to  reach  out  in  friendship  to 
descendants  of  the  Stockbridge  Mohi- 
cans. We  hear  how  warmly  they  were 
received.  We  meet  residents  who  want 
to  learn  all  they  can  about  Mohican 
sites  and  stories  so  they  can  be  good 
hosts  when  Mohicans  arrive.  What 
makes  this  chapter  so  interesting  is  that 
friendships  are  forming  and  you  can 
be  a  part  of  this  too.  To  find  out  more 
about  Mohican  history,  go  to  www. 
mohican.com.  And  check  our  calendar 
for  our  upcoming  programs. 

— Tammis  Coffin 
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BUYING 
GOLD 

Highest  Prices  Paid 

$$$ 

Compare  &  Save 


Sachs  Reisman,  Inc. 

JEWELRY  MANUFACTURING 

25  Maple  Avenue 
Sheffield,  MA 
413.229.0050 


$$$$$$$$ 
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SPECIAL  PROGRAMS  FROM  THE  TRUSTEES 

Land  as  legacy.  On  Sat.,  Nov.  1 3,  at  I  Oam, The  Trustees  and 
Sheffield  Land  Trust  are  holding  a  seminar  at  the  Bushnell- 
Sage  Library  in  Sheffield. "Your  Land,Your  Legacy:An  Intro- 
duction to  Estate  Planning  and  Land  Conservation"  will  help 
landowners  learn  the  basic  steps  of  estate  planning.Attend- 
ees  will  have  a  chance  to  pose  questions  to  an  experienced 
local  attorney,  meet  staff  from  an  area  land  trust,  and  talk 
with  other  landowners.  Participants  will  also  be  given  the 
new  publication,  "Your  Land.Your  Legacy."  RSVP  to  The 
Trustees  Highlands  Community  Initiative  at  4 1 3-268-82 1 9  or 
emailing  highlands@ttor.org.  Walk-ins  also  welcome. 

Reading  the  landscape.  On  Sat,  Nov.  20,  the  Trustees 
and  Berkshire  South  Regional  Community  Center  are  spon- 
soring a  "Reading  the  Landscape"  hike  from  I  Oam  to  Ipm  at 
the  McLennan  Reservation  on  Fenn  Rd.  inTyringham.With  the 
leaves  off  the  trees,  it's  possible  to  explore  the  crumbling  foun- 
dations, stone  walls,  wild  forests  and  picturesque  waterfalls  of 
the  once-magnificent  1,500-acre  estate  of  Egyptologist  Robb 
de  Peyster Titus.  Learn  about  the  landscape  and  history  on  this 
easy  2.4-mile  hike.  Pre-registration  is  required;  call  Berkshire 
South  at  4 1 3-528-28 1 0.  For  members  of  The  Trustees  of  Res- 
ervations, the  fee  is  $  1 4  for  adults,  $6  for  children,  $34  for  a 
family.The  fee  for  nonmembers:  $  1 6  adult,  $8  child,  $40  family. 


EVENTS  AT  BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE 

Annual  Holiday  Owl  Prowl 

Fri.,  Nov.  26, 7-9pm.  Come  learn  owls  hunt  in  the  dead  of  night. 
With  a  naturalist,  listen  to  the  calls  of  several  species  and  try  to 
draw  them  in.  Members,  $4;  family  $  1 2.  Nonmembers  $6;  family 
$  1 5.  Please  pre-register. 

Guided  Walk  or  Snowshoe 

Sat.,  Dec.  1 8,  I  Oam- 1 2noon.  For  three  months  this  winter,  natu- 
ralist Rene  Wendell  will  lead  a  Cobble  walk  on  the  third  Saturday 
of  the  month. We'll  look  for  waterfowl  along  the  river  and  winter 
tracks  and  signs,  see  some  of  the  giant  trees  of  the  Cobble  and 
enjoy  a  great  time  outdoors.  $5  for  members,  $  1 0  for  nonmem- 
bers. Snowshoe  rentals  available.  Please  pre-register. 

Solstice  Sunset  Celebration 

Sat,  Dec.  1 8, 4pm-6pm.We'll  mark  the  longest  night  of  the  year 
with  a  campfire,  music  and  a  story. There  will  be  hot  chocolate  and 
marshmallows  for  toasting.  Bundle  up  and  join  us  for  a  beautiful 
and  festive  evening.  Free  for  members  and  Sheffield  residents. 
Nonmembers  and  nonresidents:  $5  per  adult,  $1  per  child. 

Bartholomew's  Cobble  is  located  on  Weatogue  Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls. 
It's  open  year-round,  daily,  sunrise  to  sunset.  The  Visitor's  Center 
is  open  9am-4:30pm.  Regular  admission  is  free  for  members  of  the 
Trustees  of  Reservations  and  Sheffield  residents.  Non-members: 
$5  adult,  $1  child.  To  register  for  events,  call  229-8600  or  email 
bcobble@ttor.org.  Check  the  website  for  the  latest:  www.thetrustees.org. 


FIREWOOD 

Cut  and  split 


$200  per  cord,  delivered  locally 

$650  for  log  truck  load 
of  oak,  maple,  ash 


RJBeham  Forest  Products 

Ashley  Falls,  MA  413-229-2182 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR- 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 


New  England's  Largest  Selection 
of  Unique  Lumber  and  Burls 


Specializing  in  Slabs  up  to  T  wide 


Exotic  Lumber 
Figured  Lumber 
Natural  Edge  Slabs 
Quartersawn  Lumber 
Wide  Pine  Flooring 


Bookmatched  Sets 
Mantels 
Turning  Stock 
Tone  wood 
Burls 


Berkshire  Products,  Inc. 

884  Ashley  Falls  Rd,  Sheffield,  MA 

413-229-7919 

www.  BerkshireProducts.com 

M-F  8:00  -  4:30;  Sat  8:00-Noon 
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TREE  PROJECT'S  WORK  DA  Y 

On  Oct.  30,  certified  arborists  joined  Sheffield  Tree  Project  organizers 
and  volunteers  for  the  group's  annual  Community  Forest  Work  Day. 
A  20-foot  tulip  tree  was  planted  on  Main  St.,  and  several  trees  were 
pruned  to  maintain  proper  form  and  good  health.  The  Tree  Project 
has  planted  and  cared  for  more  than  100  street  trees  since  it  was 
formed  in  1997.  It  was  instrumental  in  Sheffield  being  awarded  the 
"Tree  City  USA'  designation  (see  story  on  page  8). 

Below,  Tom  Ingersoll  helps  his  son  Campbell  prune  a  hawthorn 
between  Town  Hall 
and  the  Historical 
Society's  Dan  Ray- 
mond House.  Right, 
the  workers  pose 
with  the  tulip  tree: 
Laura  Grunfeld, 
Michael  King,  Ben 
Hillman,  Campbell    |J| 
Ingersoll,  Brian 
Levinsohn,  Tom 
Ingersoll,  Dan  Bell. 


The  real-estate  listings  and  Fire  Log  will  be  back  next  issue. 


3%e 


Collecting,  Preserving  and  Transmitting 
Sheffield's  History  for  the  future 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  Museum  offers  exhibits  & 

tours:  Tuesday-Thursday,  1 1  am  to  4  pm  &  Saturday  1-4  pm. 

Come  explore  the  daily  lives  of  common  people  from  the 

Revolutionary  generation  onward,  including  the  intriguing 

history  of  the  Sheffield  Tory  for  whom  the  house  is  named. 

The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  houses  the  town's  early 

archives,  including  tax  &  real  estate  records,  historic 

photographs,  and  genealogical  research.  Open  year  round, 

Monday  &  Friday  1:30-4  pm  and  by  appointment. 

Email:  mdrc@sheffieldhistory.org 

The  1834  Old  Stone  Store  located  on  the  town  green 

functions  as  the  Society's  gift  shop  and  exhibition  space. 

Open  weekends,  Saturday,  1 0  am  to  2  pm 

&  Sunday,  1 1  am  to  3  pm  (April-Dec.) 

159  Main  Street  |  PO  Box  747  |  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413.229.2694  |  shs@sheffieldhistory.org 

www.SheffieldHistory.org 


Master  License  Fully  Insured 

#A9383  30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

413-229-2561 
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Calendar  Page 


November 

6  Library  Teen  Council  meets  (p.  II) 

6  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series  concert  (p.  9) 

7  KiwanisCanWalk(p.  19) 
7  DAYLIGHT  SAVINGS  ENDS 

1 3  Festival  of  Holidays  begins  (p.  3),Your  Land.Your  Legacy:  Estate 
Planning  seminar  (p.  25) 

//  VETERANS' DAY 

14  Kiwanis  Harvest  Brunch  (p.  19) 

1 4  President  of  UCC  at  Old  Parish  (p.  1 0) 

20  Holiday  Market  opens  (p.3) 

2 1  Benefit  concert  for  Good  Samaritan  Fund  (p.  10) 
25  THANKSGIVING 

27  Ashley  Falls  Tree  Lighting  (p.  3) 

December 

/  HANUKKAH  BEGINS  (at  sundown) 

3  Simon  Winchester  talk  (p.  1 1) 

4  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series  concert  (p.  9) 

5  Sheffield  Tree  Lighting  (p.  3) 

1 1  Christ  Episcopal  Trinity  Luther  Bake  Sale  (p.  3) 

1 5  DEADLINE  FOR  THE  JANUARY/FEBRUARY  ISSUE 

25  CHRISTMAS 

26  KWANZAA  BEGINS 
31  NEWYEAR'S  EVE 

January  and  beyond 

Jan.  8  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series  concert  (p.  9) 

Feb.  I  Tax  bills  due 

See  also  the  listings  for  Senior  Center  (p.  15)  and  Bartholomew's  Cobble 
(p.  25).  Hunting  season  dates  are  on  p.  1 6. 


Buy  local,  read  local! 
Please  contribute! 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  less  than  weekly  are  noted  with  a  week  number 
-  i.e.  "1st,  3rd"  indicates  meetings  on  the  first  and  third  times  that  day  occurs  in 
the  month.  *  indicates  appointment  needed.  Town  functions  listed  first. 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 
Mondays: 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  7am-12  noon 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1s',  3rd 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th  (2nd  only  for  winter) 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr,  1s' 
Tuesdays: 

Building  Inspector,  7am-12noon 

Council  on  Aging,  5pm,  2nd 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie, "  11:30am 

Kiwanis  Club,  The  Bridge  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  3pm,  1s' 
Thursdays: 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 

Commission  on  Disabilities,  1s',  3rd 

Building  Inspector,  Thurs.  3pm-6  pm 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

*  Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

*  Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 
Fridays 

Building  Inspector,  7-1 0am 
Farmers'  market,  3: 30-6: 30pm 
Saturdays: 
Dewey  Hall  Folk  Music  Series,  8pm,  1s' 
Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  11am,  3rd 
Sundays: 
Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES,YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 

Yes,  I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times! 

Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of      □  $25  □  $50  □  $100      □  $200     □  $500      □  Other 

made  payable  to  the  Sheffield  Association,  P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01 257 

Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  issues  mailed  to  you) 


Email: 


f~l  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


LJ  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 

Q  /  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.We  will  mail  issues  for  a  year 
to  everyone  who  makes  a  donation  unless  you  tell  us  otherwise.  Please  check  here  if  you  do  not  want  issues  mailed  to  you:    □ 
The  Sheffield  Association  is  a  nonprofit  organization.  Donations  are  tax-deductible  to  the  fullest  extent  allowed  by  law. 
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WE     PLEDGE     TO     SUPPORT     SPONSOR     VOLUNTEER 


FREE  Interest  Plus  Checking 

y  High  Reward  Rates 

y  No  Minimum  Balance 

/ATM  Fee  Refunds  Nationwide*** 

3  easy  qualifications*  to  earn  the  Reward  Rates  and  ATM  fee  refunds 

O  Have  at  least  10  debit  card  purchases  post  to  your  account  each  qualification  cycle. 

©  Receive  and  view  your  monthly  e-statements. 

©  Have  1  direct  deposit  or  electronic  payment  post  to  your  account  each  qualification  cycle. 


m 


w 


SALISBURY  BANK 


enriching. 


Reward  Rate 


w.  Vr  I  apy" 
on  entire  balance  up  to  $25,000 


Reward  Rate 


on  balances  above  $25,000 

depending  on  the  balance 

In  the  account 


Base  Rate 


010 


860.435.9801    800.222.9801  !  www.salisburybank.com 
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and  no  monthly  service  charge 


For  more  information: 

640  North  Main  Street,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

tel:  413-229-5000 


*  To  earn  the  Reward  Rates  and  ATM  Fee  Refunds,  all  qualifications  must  be  met  in  the  qualification  cycle.  "Qualification  cycle "  means  a  period  beginning  the  third  Wednesday  of  each  month  through  one  business  day  prior  to 
the  close  of  the  current  statement  cycle.  "Statement  cycle"  means  a  period  beginning  the  business  day  following  the  third  Wednesday  of  each  month  through  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  next  month.  Your  10  debit  card  purchases 
must  be  posted,  not  pending,  in  the  qualification  cycle. 

**  APY  -  Annual  Percentage  Yields  are  accurate  as  of  10/01/10.  Minimum  deposit  to  open  account  is  $25,  Reward  Rate  tiers  are  as  follows  when  qualifications  are  met:  If  your  daily  balance  is  $25,000  or  less,  the  interest  rate  paid 
on  the  entire  balance  willbe2.97%  with  an  annual  percentage  yield  of  3.01%.  An  interest  rate  of  1.0025%  will  be  paid  on  the  portion  of  your  daily  balance  that  is  greater  than  $25,000,  and  the  annual  percentage  yield  for  your 
entire  balance  will  range  from  3.01%  to  1.01%  depending  on  the  balance  in  your  account.  The  Base  Rate  of  0.10%  APY  will  be  earned  on  all  balances  if  qualifications  are  not  met.  Rates  may  change  at  any  time,  and  may  change 
after  the  account  is  opened.  Fees  may  reduce  earnings.  No  monthly  service  charge.  Available  for  persona/  accounts  only.  Certain  restrictions  may  apply,  please  contact  a  Customer  Service  Representative  at  413-229-5000. 


1  ATM  Fee  Refunds  up  to  $25.00  per  cycle  when  all  qualifications  are  met. 
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